
NICOSIA, Qiproi (AP} -- Iraq on Tuesday derided a U.S. enow's 
fuaport for Ae oottet of Pmadent Saddam Hussein as flagrant interfer- 
ence in the Cooney's internal affairs “Tics between Iraq and its leader are 
jtwoger dwn W any time before,” added Nizar Hamdoon, undcr- 
seaeuxy at the foreign ministry, in a di spatc h by the nffwal Iraqi news 


by Edward Djercjnm, assistant secretary of state for Near 
Eatfcrn and Sooth Asian Affaire. “We want msec Saddam Hussein oat of 
power,” Mr. Djerejfam tbkU news conference. “As President Bush made 
way dear, we win maintain sanctions on Iraq as long as SwMa^ Hussein 
a in power.” He was reiterating longstanding U.S. policy. British Prime 
Ifinister John Major hacks the American stand. Mr. Hamdoon said the 
United States was insKtjgg on “open intervention in Iraq’s internal affairs 
and those of many Arab countries in the name of U.S. interests.” He 
called on Washington to “reject the people's will for etunwang u^r 
syflBos aad.WM of life, and to ship intervening in other countries' 
internal affairs. 
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White House says UJS.4tassia smsuoit date unfixed 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The White House said Tuesday that, contrary 
to a remark by Russian President Boris Yeltsin, no date has been agreed 
on for che neat U.S. -Russia summit meeting later this year. Mr. Yeltsin 
said in Moscow on Monday that he hoped to tie able to announce at a July 
summit that agreement had been reached on further reductions in both 
sides' long range nudear arsenals. Mr. Bush and Mr. Yeltsin arranged to 
meet again in the United States during 1992. but this was the hist mention 
of a specific month. A July meeting could coincide with the national 
convention of the opposition Democratic party and bring Mr. Bush added 
attention as he prepares for his Republicans' August convention. "We 
haven't selected any date yet,” said a White House spokesman, who 
would not allow himself to be identified. He did not rule out a July date 
and said a lot of work still had to be done on substantial issues, ranging 
from arms control to aid to the former Sovier Union. 


Price: Jordan 100 Os; Saudi Arabia 1.50 rfysis; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


expulsion 

^OCCUPIED JERUSALEM. 
(AP) — The supreme court on 
Tuesday began hearing an appeal 
against deportation orders by 
- Jour Palestinians whose lawyers 
'argued the men should be 
'allowed to see secret evidence in 
. the case. “Our clients should be 
' -able to relate to the charges 
against them,” said defence attor- 
ney Leah TZemel. An army offi- 
cial said after the hearing that 
secrecy is necessary to protect 
. j h ft mn crB and noted that the high 
court judges have access to all 
evidence. The four West Bank 
residents are among 12 Palesti- 
nians ordered expelled Jan. 2 
following the killing of four 
Israelis in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

‘Ramsey Clark 
details U.S.war 
crimes’ 

NICOSIA, Cyipus.(AP) — An 
Iraqi n ew sp ap er reported Tues- 
day that former U.S. Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark has com- 
piled a report on American war 
crimes Airing the Gulf war. Mr. 

' dark said us report would be 
submitted to the United Nations 
for a Feb. 29 debate, said AI 
Thawra, die organ of Iraq's ruling 
Arab Baath Socialist Party. “My 
report wifi contain evidence that 
wm pro v e U.S. violation of the 
Geneva pacts,” Mr. Clark re- 
portedly said Monday at an Arab 
jurists union semin ar in Baghdad. 

Prosecutor wounded 
In attack - 

BURSA. Ttarkey (AP) — Gun- 
men shot and wounded a pro- 
seentor and k3fed his driver A&d a 
policeman on Tuesday in tins 
northwestern town, the Anatolia 
.news agency said. Two other 
policemen and a passerby were 
also reported injured. The attack- 
ers, who were waiting at an in- 
tersection, sprayed prosecutor 
Nural Ucuntm's official car with 
bullets when it stopped at a traffic 
light, Anatolia said. Mr. Ucuram 
was wourided in the chest and leg, 
the agency said. Quoting witnes- 
ses, it said the attackers escaped. 
Anatolia didn't say bow many 
assailants were there. 

Pilots who defected 
from Ukraine won’t 
be forced to return 

MOSCOW (AP) — The pilots 
who defected to Russia with six 
SU-24 fighter bombers won't be 
forced to return to Ukraine, 
although negotiations will take 
place over the fate of the planes, 
a top military official said Tues- 
day. Yevgeny Shaposhnikov, the 
nrititary commander of the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States, also told reporters in a 
wide-ranging news conference 
that Ik was on good terms with 
Ukraine's president, 

■ 7 time-bombs 
explode In Tokyo 

TOKYO (R) — Seven time- 
bomb* exploded in Tokyo and 
SQRoanding areas eariy on Tues- 
day bntao one appeared to be 

“WVapohcc spokesman said. It 
was obi immediate ty known who 
Panted the bombs, which caused 
damage.'uiciixfing broken win- 
«?**; the spokesman said. 
^y°do news service said the 
Pfe&rq ayhavc been the work of 
P&Wtjsls opposed to the build- 
second runway at Narita 
~M*Rttioaal airport outside 
Among the targets were. 
at local government offi- 
Narita, a former trans- 
P^thtioistzy official and a man- 
*S®S 4mjctOT of AD Nippon Air- 
^^ .Syodo said. 

^destroys Expo 
JfcWlHon 

jEyi LLB, Spain (AP) — A fire 
d&fctoycd the second-largest 
Priffion of toe Expo *92 Tuesday 
4id organisms said they did not 
Pfaa to rebuild it The fast- 
E«mngfirebrokeoutataiCTind2 
p jjl (1300 GMT) as workers 
were porting the finish toadies on 
file bvnhfing. ■ No injuries were 
reported. “My impression is that 
this paviflkm is totally ruined,” 
raid Jacinto Pellon, chief execu- 
tive of ti» world exposition. **l 
wont deny this is a great setback 
but there will be many other 
things for people to see." 


Palestinians delay departure to Fighting intensifies in south 

Washington, awa it PLO decision Lebanon requests urgent 
SSsg SsjSSvI Jordan condemns arrest Security Council meeting 


AMMAN (Agencies) — A chief 
adviser to the Pales tinian delega- 
tion to the Middle East peace 
talks said Tuesday the PLO 
would decide whether the dele- 
gates would go to Washington for 
the next round of negotiations 
with Israel. 

The adviser, Faisal Husseini, 
said after a meeting with PLO 
officials in Jordan that Israel was 
trying to obstruct the talks. He 
said the Palestinians had delayed 
their departure to Amman en 
roots to Washington from the 
occupied territories pending a de- 
cision by the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. 

His remarks underscored the 
influence the PLO has over the 
negotiators, even though it has 
been physically excluded from 
the peace process at Israel's in- 
sistence. 

“There are lots of Israeli activi- 
ties, starting from settling Jews in 
the occupied territories and 
arresting Palestinians including 
people from our delegation, con- 
fiscating Palestinian lands, and 
bombing camps in Lebanon, all 
of these things are creating obsta- 
cles winch we find it impossible to 
overcome,” Mr. Husseini said. 

“We're trying to figure out a 
way to overcome these difficul- 
ties, and we, the Palestinian de- 
legation, believe that the only 


way is to force Israel to stop 
doing aD that. One way is to 
suspend the departure of the 
Palestinian delegation to Amman 
— but not to Washington, as it 
was inaccurately reported from 
Jerusalem,'* Mr. Husseini said. 

Earlier reports from Jerusalem 
said the Palestinians had decided 
to postpone their trip to Washing- 
ton to attend the talks to rersmne 
Monday, but Mr. Husseini said 
the decision had not gone that 
far. 

“The final word is for our 
Palestinian leadership.” he said, 
referring to the PLO. 

Meanwhile, Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber denounced 
Israel's arrest erf two Palestinian 
delegates and said the action 
could impede the Middle East 
peace drive (see box). « 

Mir. Husseini uiged the Israelis 
to reverse their arrest decision. 
He said the arrests “were a viola- 
tion of the peace process.” 

The Israeli army confirmed 
that the-two delegates, Moham- 
mad Hour am and Jamal Sbobalri, 
both from the West Bank city of 
Hebron, had been arrested over 
the past five weeks. 

The two were placed under 
“administrative detention," a 
procedure under which they can 
be held for up to a year without 
charges, an army spokesman 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Tuesday strongly condemned the 
arrest by the Israeli atfcupatioa anthorities of two members of the 
P al es tinian deleg a ti on to the peace talks. In a statement to Petra, 
Foreign Minister gawd Abe Jaber said the arrest of Jamal Al 
Sbobaki and Mohamma d Al Hoorani was an oppressive measure. 
He that Jordan, which provides an umbrella for the 

Palw ti afai i iMppHwi to tha peace tnBra, viewed the Incident as an 
Israeli "f* aimed at obstructing the peace process and 
mracftwHiig pM'^m—r nt of any progress hi th* taifc«. 


said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

PLO officials, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said they 
believed the Palestinian delega- 
tion would go to Washington. 

Ehod Gol, a spokesman for 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
said be viewed the Palestinian 
delegation's move as a pressure 
tactic. 

“I don't think we should take it 
too seriously. We are going to 
attend the talks in Washington,'’ 
lie said, “and we expect all the 
other parties to be there as well.” 

Syria, Lebanon and Jordan are 
also negotiating with Israel. 

A ranking PLO delegation was 
in Syria Tuesday to coordinate 
positions ahead of the next round 
of peace talks in Washington. 

The delegation arrived Mon- 
day night. It was beaded by the 
PLO’s “foreign minister.” 


Egypt says Syria ready 
for peace with Israel 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Moussa says he 
believes Syria wiD be ready to 
make a land-for-peace deal with 
Israel if the Jewish state reaches 
agreement with the Palestinians 
on interim self-rule in the occu- 
pied territories. 

“As long as the Israelis and the 
Palestinians agree on a meaning- 
fill autonomy system... there is 
nothing that should prevent Syria 
from concluding an acceptable 
bilateral agreement with the 
Israelis that would provide for the 
full withdrawal of the Israelis,” 
Mr. Moussa said in an interview 
wjhth Reuters on Monday. 

Mr. Moussa, speaking in his 
office in a 19th century Cairo 
villa, said he did not believe the 
latest spate of violence in Israel 
and Lebanon would disrupt a 
round of peace talks set for Feb. 
24 in Washington. 

He said previous rounds of 
talks had gone ahead despite 
killing s and attacks. 

Mr. Moussa added that the 
reason Syria had not yet prop- 
osed a deal was that “Israel has 
not uttered the words “land for 
peace.” 

In Damascus, Syrian officials 
were not available to comment on 
Mr. Mocssa's remarks. 

- Syria, Lebanon and a joint 
palestinian-Jordanian delegation 
began peace talks with Israel last 
October hot so far they have 
made little pr ogres s. — 



Amr Mmhbb 

Israeli Prime 'Monster Yitzhak 
Shamir’s hardline government 
has vowed not to give up territor- 
ies occupied in foe Middle East 
war in 1967, including the 
strategic Golan Heights occupied 
from Syria. 

Diplomats say the Syrian- 
Israeli discussions have been par- 
ticularly acrimonious. But Mr. 
Moussa’s comments suggested 
Syria was wining to reach an 
agreement with Israel without 
waiting for a final settlement of 
the Palestinian issue. 

Mr. Moussa said Syria might 
join separate multilateral talks 
on regional issues such as water 
rights and arms control if Israel 
began discussing territorial com- 
promise in Washington. 


Syria boycotted the opening 
round of die regional talks in 
Moscow last month, accusing 
Israel of dragging its feet on die 
issue it considers the heart of its 
bilateral talks with the Jewish 
state. 

“We believe the outcome of 
the talks ou February 24 will have 
a major bearing on the multilater- 
al process, if some progress is 
achieved it will tremendously en- 
hance the prospects of the multi- 
lateral talks,” Mr. Moussa said. 

Asked if Syria would then join 
the multilateral talks, be said: “It 
is possible.” 

The United States, chief spon- 
sor of die peace talks and Israel's 
closest ally, has made dear that 
any final settlement should be 
based on trading occupied land 
for peace. 

Mr. Moussa said Egypt coukl 
play a much more influential role 
in bridging the gap between Israel 
and the Arab parties in the talks 
but Israel should first halt its 
Jewish settlement drive in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Arab negotiators and the Un- 
ited States consider the settle- 
ments one of the biggest impedi- 
ments to a peace agreement 

“Egypt could do more to bring 
the two sides closer if the Israelis 
give ns a chance. But they don't 
give us a chance,” Mr. Moussa 
said. 


FIS offers conditional talks 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS), 
threatened with a legal ban, has 
offered to enter talks with the 
authorities but says any dialogue 
most respect the wishes of the 
people. 

The FIS, which had a huge wm 
in Algeria's first multiparty 
general election when the author- 
ities cancelled second-round vot- 
ing last month, demanded “the 
return to the wfll of the people.” 

“The FIS offers its hand for 
serious and responsible dialogue 
which respects the choice of the 
people and does not efface poli- 
tical reality by military decree,” it 
p>id in a statement received by 
Reuters on Tuesday. 

The offer, however, appeared 
either to be unknown to the. 
anthorities or to have been 
ignored. 

Communique number t/, 
signed by fugitive Abderrzzak 
Rabah was dated Feb. 13, one 
day before a massive show of 
military strength thwarted the 
latest march called by the FZS. 


With many leaders hunted by 
security forces, its newspapers 
sensed and headquarters dosed, 
the FIS has lost its ability to 
communicate quickly with sup- 
porters or make its stand public. 

On Tuesday, the Aglerian 
news agency said 40 people had 
been arrested in the last few days 
in the southwest region of 
Becbar, including five local FIS 
leaders. Tim FIS said in its state- 
ment that it wanted change by 
peaceful means but warned what 
it called the “junta of power” that 
the people could seek an alterna- 
tive to dialogue. 

Ihrafrtmi leaves Kuwait 

Foreign Minister Lak hdar Ifrra- 
himi briefed Kuwaiti leaders on 
Tuesday on the crisis in his coun- 
try. 

Mr. Ibrahimi met foe emir. 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, on the second leg of his 
tour of Gulf states opposed to 
mili tant Islam. 


“Thi n hi mi presented the emir 
and the crown prince with future 
Algerian plans regarding parties, 
elections, the economic situation 
and the sufferings of the Alge- 
rians generally,” the Kuwaiti 
news agency KUNA said. 

Kuwait emphasised its concern 
for the security and stability of all 
Arab states,” KUNA said with- 
out elaborating. 

Mr. Ibrahimi, who met Saudi 
King Fahd on Monday, left 
Kuwait for Bahrain. He wifi 
travel to the United Arab Emi- 
rates on Wednesday. 

Algerian authorities imposed 
tile stare of emergency on Feb. 9 
to Cry to end Muslim fun- 
damentalist unrest in which at 
least 50 people were killed and 
hundreds wounded. 

Fundamentalists were pre- 
vented from winning power at the 
ballot box last month when 
Algeria's new rulers scrapped a‘ 
second round of parliamentary 
elections. The fundamentalists 
had won a majority of the votes in • 
the first round. 


Faroaq Qaddoumi, and compris- 
ed senior executive committee 
members Yasser Abed-Rabbo 
and Suleiman Najjab. 

Mr. Husseini, although an 
adviser to the Palestinian delega- 
tion, is not a negotiator. He is 
from east Jerusalem and is known 
to be dose to the PLO. 

Israel refuses to negotiate with 
the PLO, saying it is a terrorist 
organisation. It also would not 
agree to meeting Palestinians 
from east Jerusalem because it 
has annexed that part of the holy 
city and wanted nothing to dis- 
pute its daims. 

Hie Palestinians demanded 
that die United States put press- 
ure on Israel to release the 
arrested delegates and also stop 
what they described as harass- 
ment of their negotiators. 

(Couthmed on page 5) 


Co m b i ned agency dispatches 

LEBANON'S U.N. ambassador 
said Tuesday that his government 
has requested an urgent Security 
Council meeting to protest 
Israel's assassination of a Muslim 
cleric and raids on two villages. 

“This will be the first time in 
many years we have requested an 
emergency meeting,” said 
Ambassador Khalil MakL vi, 
Lebanon's permanent U.N. l > 
reseutative. 

A meeting had not yet been 
scheduled. 

The Lebanese envoy said in a 
telephone interview that be re- 
quested a meeting in a letter 
Monday “because of the con- 
tinuous Israeli aggression against 
my country and its continuous 
occupation of part of southern 
Lebanon.” 

In the past, he said, Lebanon 
has lodged many protests, but has 
not requested a council session. 
Arab diplomats said they hoped 
the council would adopt a resolu- 
tion condemning Israel’s action. 

Mr. Makkawi said the presi- 
dent of the Security Council, 
U.S. Ambassador Tho mas Pick- 
ering, would bold informal con- 
sultations on the request. Letters 


were sent to Mr. Pickering and to 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali. 

The Lebanese government pro- 
tested the killing by Israel of 
Sheikh Abbas Musawi, his wife, 
son and at least four bodyguards 
on Monday in southern Lebanon. 
It also protested Israeli raids on 
two villages in which the victims 
included women and children. 

The village raids came in appa- 
rent retaliation for the hacking 
death earlier of three Israeli sol- 
diers. 

On Tuesday, an Israeli helicop- 
ter fired a rocket into the home of 
a pro-Iranian HlzboUah (Party of 
God) official in sooth Lebanon, 
wounding his daughter, security 
sources said. 

Hizbollah guerrillas have been 
exchanging* artillery fire with 
Israeli and pro-Israeli forces in 
the south after Israeli helicopters 
killed Sheikh Musawi. 

The sources said one of two 
helicopter gunships fired a rock- 
et into the bouse of Ali Ezzcdinc, 
a Hizbollah official in the village 
of Zawtar Al Gharbiyeb, just 
outside Israel’s self-styled secur- 
ity zone. 

Security sources, said Israeli 


gunners in hills overlooking the 
security zone fired their artillery 
batteries on the villages of Zaw- 
tar Al Gharbiyeh, Jibsheet and 
Braasheet, killing a five -year-old 
boy and wounding five civilians. 

The Israeli shelling was in 
apparent retaliation for rocket 
attacks by Hizbollah earlier on 
Tuesday. 

The guerrillas, intent on aveng- 
ing the killing of Sheikh Musawi, 
fired 65 Katyusha rockets of 
which 40 slammed around settle- 
ments in northern Israel and 25 in 
the security aone. 

Some 1,000 Israeli troops and 
3.000 members of the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) patrol the 
zone, which Israel carved out in 
1985 to protea its borders from 
guerrilla attacks. 

Israeli troops and the SLA 
lobbed some 165 heavy artillery 
shells into southern villages held 
by Hizbollah, the most active 
group against Israeli troops in 
Lebanon. 

Israeli gunboats strafed the 
edge of the seaside Palestinian 
refugees camp of Rashidiyeh 
overnight, the security sources 


(Continued oa page 5) 


Libyan judge rejects extradition 
request; Egypt backs West 


LONDON (Agencies) — A Li- 
byan judge on Tuesday rejected 
U.S. and British demands for the 
extradition of two Libyans 
charged in the bombing of Pan 
Am flight 103 in 1988, BBC 
television reported. 

The two alleged Libyan secur- 
ity officers were taken before die 
supreme court in Tripoli but (fid 
not face any charges under Li- 
byan law, according to the British 
Broadcasting Carp, report. 

The report said the two men 
did not respond to reporters 
when asked in English and Ara- 
bic if they were guilty of die 
bombing over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land. 

The Daily Mail reported Tues- 
day that the two men denied any 
role in the bombing, which killed 
270 people. They predicted in an 
interview that they would be 
cleared by the Libyan 
court, the newspaper said. 

The Mail said the men also 
insisted they were employees of 
Libya’s airline and not intelli- 
gence agents. 

The U.N. Security Council de- 
manded last month that Libya* 
extradite the men to answer the 
American and British charges. 
The council also demanded four 
other Libyans be turned over to 
France to face charges they blew 
up a French UTA flight over 
Africa in 1989, killing 170 people. 

The West has threatened to 


impose economic sanctions if 
Libya defies the resolution. 

Libya invited Western journal- 
ists to Tripoli for what it said 
would be a court hearing Tuesday 
in the flight 103 case. 

But the BBC said tire judge 
held a news conference rather 
than a hearing. 

The judge said the extradition 
request was legally invalid be- 
cause Libyan anthorities had not 
been provided with evidence 
gathered in the case, the BBC 
said. 

Libyan leader Moammar 
Qadhafi has denied the two men 
are government agents or were, 
involved in the bombing. He has' 
vowed not to hand them over to 
the United States or Britain but 
has proposed a trial before an 
international body such as the 
World Court at the Hague, 
Netherlands. 

British lawyer Stephen Mitch- 
ell, representating the two Li- 
byans, told the BBC: “It’s per- 
fectly obvious the Western pow- 
ers believe that any trial here 
woiikl be fixed. Equally tire Li- 
byans think that any trial in the 
West would not be fair.” 

“I don’t know why my name 
has been chosen. Where in my 
history am I a dangerous man? I 
am a normal brought up in a 
normal family,” the MaO quoted 
Lamen KhaHfa Fhimah , 35, as 
saying. 


Abdul Basset AH Al Megrahi, 
39, was quoted as saying: “I am 
not guilty. The days wfll prove 
that." 

Foreign journalists invited to 
Tripoli to attend the public hear- 
ing were instead only shown the 
two suspects and prohibited from 
asking them any questions. 

Judge Ahmad Al Tahir Al 
Zawi, who is beading the Libyan 
investigation, told reporters there 
would be no hearing. 

“According to Libyan law, it is 
forbidden to make an investiga- 
tion public,” he said. 

The judge insisted that under 
Libyan law tbe two suspects could 
not under any circumstance be 
surrendered for trial outside 
Libya. 

“If convicted in a Libyan court 
and it is proven they Mew up the 
airplane, with the intention of 
killing those aboard, the penalty 
of the Libyan conn is absolutely, 
severe. It is death,” Mr. Al Zawi* 
said. 

Both suspects were presented 
to reporters briefly after tbe news 
conference. They identified 
themselves and although forbid- 
den to answer questions, they 
were given a chance to make a 
statement. Only Al Megrahi 
spoke. 

“I just want to say that we are 
not guilty,” he said in English. 

Tbe United States and Britain 


Iran, U.S. woo Muslim republics 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (Agencies) — 
Iran on Tuesday accused 
Washington of laying the ground- 
work for a reward-punishment 
policy to forestall close ties be^ 
tween the Muslim republics of the 
former Soviet Union and Iran. 

State-run Tehran radio, moni- 
tored in Nicosia, said in a com- 
mentary that “the precondition 
for implementation of this policy 
is the direct political and econo- 
mic presence of the United States 
in these countries through estab- 
lishment of missions.” 
ft noted U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker’s trip to tike Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States, and the establishment of 
U.S. missions in tbe Muslim re- 
publics of Kazakhstan and Kyr- 


On his return to Washington, 
Mr. Baker is expected to advise 
also opening missions in the Mus- 
lim republics of Azerbaijan, 
Tur kmenistan , Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan. 

Washington's “speedy action 
cm this issue demonstrates the 
serious worry of tbe United 
States about trends in the region, 
and the strengthening of Muslim 


tendencies the radio said. 

The radio said Washington in- 
tended to pressure republics 
which moved too dose to Iran, 
and reward those that stayed 
away. 

On his tour, Mr. Baker has 
called for the need to curb Iran’s 
influence in the region. 

“The U.S. is concerned in a 
number of ways about some of 
tbe activities of the government 
of Iran” in the region, Mr. Baker 
said on a visit to Azerbaijan last 
week. 

The Iranians have taken steps 
towards the creation of what they, 
call “Islamic common market” 
with the Muslim republics. 

Afi of the Muslim republics, 
except Kazakhstan, have been 
granted membership in tbe Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Organisation, 
founded in 1985 by Iran, Pakistan 
and Turkey. 

Iran also has signed a big oil 
agreement with Turkmenistan. 
Iran's oil minister, Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh, met in Tehran Mon- 
day with a delegation from Ta- 
jikistan, which called for Iranian 
help in expanding the republic’s 
oil and gas industries. 


All the cash-strapped republics 
need large investments and tech- 
nology to prop up their ailing 
industrial sectors. Neither Iran, 
Pakistan or Turkey are in posi- 
tions to provide cash or advanced 
technology to the republics. 

The United States, on the 
other hand, could help meet tbe 
republics' urgent needs. 

The radio commentary said 
that a massive U.S. presence in 
the republics would give 
Washington access to a wealth of 
resources, including oil and gas. 

ft said it would also “create a 
kind of strategic balance against 
tiie Islamic revolution on one 
side, and tbe future influence of a 
United Europe on tbe other.” 

"We are part of a larger ideolo- 
gical family,” Iranian President 
Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjani said 
at the dose of the two-day ECO 
summit in Tehran Monday. 

“Our guide and leader is the 
Koran,” be declared. 

The summit ended with a com- 
munique welcoming tbe former 
Soviet republics of Azerbaijan, 
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kyr- 
gyzstan and Tajikistan as new 
members. 


have not ruled out military action 
to force Tripoli to comply with 
the demands. 

“Crimes cannot be punished by 
aggression,” said Mr. Al Zawi. 
who criticised the United States 
and Britain for making demands 
he said exceeded international 
law while not providing evidence. 

In Cairo, Egypt's foreign' 
minister said tbe suspects should be 
prosecuted — the first time an 
Egyptian official has publicly 
backed Western demands for 
their trial. 

“Tbe important thing is to put 
those people on trial, to investi- 
gate them and to try them," Amr 
Musa told Reuters in an interview 
late on Monday. 

“If the fact remains that their 
trial in Libya would not be 
acceptable, so well have to find 
something else,'' he said. 

“We bdieve that tbe Amer- 
icans and British are right in 
demanding justice in this case of 
Lockerbie and that tbe accused 
should be investigated and tried. 
All those who are responsible for 
it should be punished.” 

Egypt has been working behind 
the scenes to resolve the dispute' 
which it feared could lead to a 
Western military strike on Libya. 
“There was some nervousness in 
this area about the possibility of 
military action,” Mr. Musa said, 
adding he hoped that possibility' 
had been averted. 


Turkey's President Turgut 
Ozal, whose country's secular 
tradition contrasts sharply with 
the Islamic fundamentalism of 
Iran, used the summit to urge the 
ECO to develop in Hnc with 
libera] market-oriented policies. 

“All our countries now believe 

in the advantages of the free 
market economy,” Mr. Ozal said, 
adding a plea for religious toler- 
ance. 

Mr. Ozal told a Monday news 
conference that the idea of fierce 
competition between Iran and 
Turkey for influence in the Mus- 
lim countries of the former Soviet 
Union was exaggerated. 

ECO leaders signed an agree- 
ment to cut tariffs on listed goods 
by lO per cent and pledged efforts 
to eliminate all tariffs and non- 
tariff barriers, together with sub- 
°n all exports. 

id they wanted to de- 
speration in transport, 
communication, energy, industry 
and agriculture, but took no spe- 
cific decisions. 

“ff we continue seriously in our 
cooperation we can be an impor- 
tant weight in the global eco- 
nomy,” Mr. Rafsanjani said. 
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Najibwllah warns of terrorism, 
drags If rebels seize power 


KABUL. Afghanistan (AP) — 
President Najibuilah said Tues- 
day that his nation could become 
a haven for terrorists and drug 
traffickers if Muslim fun- 
damentalist rebels defy U.N. 
peace efforts and seize power. 

Mr. Najibuilah has tried to 
portray himself as the best 
guarantee for the country's order- 
ly transition to democracy after 
13 years of war against the Mu- 
jahedeen guerrillas, who until re- 
cently were backed by the United 
States. 

"The question is whether we 
are seeking merely a settlement 
or peace. Any settlement must 
guarantee peace,” the 44-year- 
old president said in an interview 
with the Associated Press. 

Mr. Najibuilah supports the 
U.N. plan to install a transitional 
government that could oversee 
elections. The rebels have not 
indicated whether they will hold 
talks with his government. 

The president suggested 
Afghanistan would become "a 
centre for world terrorism" and 
drug trafficking if hardline guer- 
rilla factions take control. 

Mr. Najibuilah, who rose to 


power with Soviet acquiescence 
in May 1986, was formerly head 
of the secret police. 

On Jan. 1, the United States 
ended its backing for the Mujahe- 
deen, or Islamic holy warriors, 
and Moscow stopped supplying 
arms to Mr. Najibullah's govern- 
ment. 

The Red Army entered Afgha- 
nistan in 1979 to support the 
communist regime and later bat- 
tled the Mujahedeen. Soviet 
forces pulled out in 1989. 

Some fundamentalists guerrilla 
groups have been funded by Arab 
governments. According to the 
United Nations, Afghanistan last 
year surpassed Burma as the 
world’s largest producer of 
opium, which is processed into 
heroin. Most of the opium is 
grown in areas controlled by the 
fundamentalists guerrillas. 

Mr. Najibuilah also said he 
hoped the United States would 
reopen its embassy in Kabul. 
Washington shut the compound 
in January 1989, citing security 
concerns. 

"If the Mujahedeen can to go 
Moscow for talks, why can’t I go 
to Washington? Why can’t the 



Najibuilah 

Americans reopen their embassy? 
Whose fault is it?” be asked. 

A State Department report 
last month charged the Muslim 
rebels and Mr. Najibullah’s gov- 
ernment with extensive human 
rights violations, including tor- 
tures and executions. 

Suleiman Laeq, a senior offi- 
cial in the ruling Homeland Par- 
ty, is currently in the United 
States to lecture at Columbia 
University in New York. 

The trip is not considered an 
official visit, but government 
sources said Mr. Laeq might meet 
with some American officials. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hogg in Kuwait for Gulf security talks 

KUWAIT (R) — British Foreign Office Minister 
Douglas Hogg arrived in Kuwait on Monday for 
talks on Gulf security and strengthening defence 
ties with the emirate. The Kuwaiti news agency 
(KUNA) quoted Mr. Hogg as saying on arrival 
for a two-day visit that relations between Britain 
and Kuwait were excellent. He said he would 
discuss the Kuwaiti officials "certain issues re- 
lated to these ties.” Mr. Hogg will also review 
details of a security accord signed with Kuwait a 
week ago “with the aim of consolidating the 
agreement's role.” He added that he would seek 
Kuwait's views on any Iranian role in Gulf 
security. A memorandum of understanding be- 
tween Britain and Kuwait was signed in London 
last Tuesday. The British defence ministry said at 
the time the accord opened the way for detailed 
agreements on equipment sales, the suply of 
information to Kuwait by British military experts 
and combined training and exercises by their 
forces. Kuwait signed a similar agreement with 
the United States last year and plans one with 
France. Mr. Hogg will go to Saudi Arabia after 
Kuwait for a similar visit. 

Iceland Premier arrives in Israel 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — The prime 
minister of Iceland arrived in Israel Monday on 
the first official visit by a premier of that small 
North Atlantic country to the Jewish state. David 
Oddsson is being hosted by his Israeli counter- 
part Yitzhak Shamir. Mr. Oddsson will also meet 
with President Chaim Herzog, Labour Party 
leader Shimon Peres and other Israeli leaders 
during his three-day visit. Upon arrival Mr. 
Oddsson urged Israel and its Arab neighbours to 
continue their peace making efforts, begun last 
November in Madrid, Spain. "As a representa- 
tive of a small Western country, it is my opinion 
that we must continue along the path we began in 
Madrid. The most important thing is to ensure 
Israel's security," Mr. Oddsson said. He then was 
driven to Jerusalem where the streets of the 
capital were lined with the blue and red flag of 
Iceland. 

9?an sends envoy to S. Arabia 

RIYADH. SAUDIA ARABIA (AP) — 
Mohammad Ali Hadi Najavabadi arrived Mon- 
day to assume his post as the first Iranian 
ambassador to Riyadh after the restoration of 
diplomatic ties in March 1991. Mr. Najavabadi 
was formerly ambassador to the United Arab 
Emirates. Saudi Arabia ruptured ties with the 
Islamic republic in March 1988. at the height of 
the Iraq-1 ran war, when it accused the Tehran 
leaders of terrorism. Relations improved after 
the Gulf war. when Iran rejected the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. The Iranian embassy had 
been manned by a charge d’affaiTs since the 
restoration of the ties a year ago. 

Egyptian paper denounces Israeli raids 

;CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian mass-circulation 
daily said on Tuesday that Israel’s raids on 
-Southern Lebanon recalled the "terrorist” pasts 
of some of its leaders and linked soldiers who 
carried out the attacks to "mad dogs.” Israeli 
troops sped like mad dogs, shooting their arms 
indiscriminately.” A1 Akhbar newspaper said in 
an editorial. "It wasn't a battle between two 
armies but it was a one-sided massacre planned 


by the brave leaders of Israel.” Egypt has 
remained officially silent on Sunday's helicopter 
attack in which Israel killed Hizbollah (Party of 
God) leader Abbas Mosawi, his wife, six-year- 
old son and five bodyguards. Israel, apparently 
responding to the killing of three of its soldiers on 
Saturday, also launched night air raids on Palesti- 
nian targets in Lebanon killing four Lebanese 
civilians. 

Moroccan groups criticise Algeria 

RABAT (R) — Two Moroccan human rights 
groups denounced what they called the wave of 
repressior and arrests in neighbouring Algeria in 
a state me published on Tuesday. The joint 

statement b. he association and league of human 
rights was the first critical Moroccan comment on 
events in Algeria where a state of emergency has 
been declared after fatal clashes between security 
forces and Muslim fundamentalists. The two 
groups said the solution to Algeria’s problems lay 
in "democratic dialogue, respect for individual 
and collective freedoms, and respect for the will 
of the majority." Algerians seeking news of their 
children and other people who have disappeared 
under the state of emergency are besieging the 
offices in the main human rights organisation, a 
human rights spokesman said in Algiers on 
Monday. Mohammad Boudiaf, bead of Algeria’s 
five-man presidency, said on Sunday the author- 
ities could be holding between 5,000 and 6,000 
people in special detention camps set up under 
the state of emergency. 

Pollution cuts down Iran’s shrimp catch 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran says pollution caused by 
the Gulf war has cat down its shrimp catch by 60 
per cent but its caviar production from the 
Caspian Sea is rising. Millions of barrels of crude 
oil spilled into the Gulf during the U.S.-led allies’ 
war to evict Iraq's occupation army from Kuwait 
a year ago. Rasul Lahijanian, head of the Iran’s 
State Fisheries Organisation, was quoted by the 
Iranian News Agency IRNA as saying that 
because of the pollution Iran’s shrimp catch was 
going to drop 60 per cent to 4,000 tonnes in the 
Iranian year to March 20. But in the Caspian Sea, 
210 tonnes of caviar was expected to be produced 
in die current year and 300 tonnes next year, be 
added. He gave no figure for last year. Most of 
Iran’s caviar is exported and sold in Europe and 
elsewhere. Mr. Lahijanian said the government 
planned to spend two billion rials ($15 million at 
the officially set floating exchange rates) to build 
seven fishing ports and other facilities along 
Iran’s northern and southern coasts next year. 

Pakistan bans opposition to 
Ideology’ 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) — The parlia- 
ment passed legislation banning opposition to the 
"ideology” of Pakistan, but the law leaves it up 
to the courts to define what that ideology is. 
Critics said the law is designed to camouflage 
censorship and political persecution. The amend- 
ment to the penal code was approved by the 
National Assembly Monday. The crime carries a 
maximum 10-year prison sentence. "Before yori 
punish someone for being against the ideology of 
Pakistan, please define it so that people may 
know what they are being punished for.” said 
Aitzaz Ahsan, a former interior minister, in the 
assembly’s debate. 


Libya reports solidarity on eve of suspects’ hearing, 
accused men quoted as saying they are innocent 


ROME (AP) — Libya's official 
news agency Monday reported 
Arab solidarity on the eve of 
what Tripoli promises will be an 
open court bearing about the two 
Libyans wanted in the West for 
the 1988 bombing of Pan Am 
Flight 103. 

In an apparent effort to win 
attention for its own version of 
the bombing investigation, the 
government invited Western 
journalists to attend the session 
Tuesday. 

Co). Moammar Qadhafi has 
denied U.S. British allegations 
that the two suspects are intelli- 
gence agents and vowed that 
Libya will never hand them over 
the West. 

The bombing of the Jumbo jet 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, killed 
270 people. 

The move to hold a public 
hearing was announced last week 
as momentum reportedly grew 
for a U.N.-led embargo against 
arms sales and air travel to Ubya. 

Last month, in an unanim ous 
vote, the U.N. Security Council 
urged Tripoli to surrender the 
suspects. 

JANA, Libya’s official news 

Regional 
grouping 
calls for 
cooperation 
with northern 
Cyprus 

NICOSIA, CYPRUS (AP) — 
The Economic Cooperation 
Organisation (ECO), an eight- | 
member Islamic trade alliance, ! 
on Monday called for coopera- i 
tion with the breakaway Tur- 
kish republic in northern Cyp- 
rus, the Islamic republic news 
agency reported. 

The call, contained in a final 
statement winding up two-days 
of meetings in Iran, was certain 
to anger the Greek Cypriot 
government as well as Athens. 1 
They have been resisting press- 
ures by Ankara to bring inter- 
national recognition of 
Turkish-occupied Northern 


ECO was founded in 1985 by 
Iran, Pakistan and Turkey. 
‘Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan were granted 
membership earlier this 
month, and the former Soviet I 
republic of Kyrgyzystan and 
Tajikistan joined Monday. 

ECO, "welcomed the re- 
commendation of the council 
of deputies to allow the Tur- 
kish Muslim community in 
Cyprus to participate in the 
economic, cultural and tech- 
nical activities of ECO without 
prejudice to the respective 
positions of the member 
states,” the statement said. 

It said "the modalities of 
their (Turkish Cypriots) parti- 
cipation will be worked out by 
the ECO Secretariat with the 
help of experts of the three 
founding member states.” 
IRNA, monitored in Nico- 
sia, said ECO also backed 
“efforts for a final settlement 
of the question of Cyprus in 
accordance with the relevant 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil resolutions.” 

Cyprus has been unofficially 
divided since Turkish troops 
invaded the northern 37 per 
cent of the island in 1974 to 
protect the Turkish Cypriots 
following an army coup by 
supporters of union with 
Greece. 

In 1983, the Turkish Cyp- 
riots proclaimed their indepen- 
dent state which has been rec- 
, ognised only by Turkey. 


agency, reported the latest mes- 
sages of solidarity for Tripoli's 
stance in the case. 

It said parliamentarians from 
Yemen, visiting Libya, de- 
nounced “the Security Council's 
unjust Resolution 731.” 

JANA also carried assertions 
made Saturday by a senior advis- 
er to FLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat that a secret investigation in 
the bombing showed “Middle 
East parties (but) not Libya” 
were involved. 

Libya asserts that a Libyan 
supreme court justice — who is to 
conduct Tuesday’s session — has 
been looking into the allegations 
in tbe Western indictments. 
Libya has offered to have tbe two 
men tried by an international 
body such as the World Court in 
Tbe Hague. 

France wants four Libyan offi- 
cials — mrfiiiting Col. Qadhafi’s 
brother-in-law — for another ter- 
rorist airplane bombing, that of 
a French UTA flight over Africa 
in 1989 that killed 170 people. 

Col. Qadhafi has claimed in an 
interview that the four were will- 
ing to face charges in France. 

Meanwhile, the Daily Mail 


newspaper on Tuesday quoted 
die two Libyans indicted in the 
Pan Am Flight 103 bombing as 
saying in an interview that they 
are innocent. 

Daily Mail reporter Paul Hen- 
derson said be interviewed the 
two on Sunday in their homes in 
tie Libyan capital with tbe help 
of Libyan authorities. 

He quoted Lamea Khalifa Fhi- 
mah , 35, as saying when asked if 
be was responsible for the bomb- 
ing over Lockerbie on Dec. 21,. 
1988: “Never ever.” 

He said he added: “1 don know 
why my name has been chosen. 
Where in my history am I a 
danger man? I am a normal per- 
son brought up in a normal 
family.” 

Mr. Henderson quoted Abdul 
Basset Ah A1 Megrahi, 39, as 
saying: *T am not guilty. Tbe days 
will prove that. 

*T want to send this message to 
tiie British people, the American 
people and tbe international com- 
munity. One day I will be found 
not guilty. I am sorry for the 
people of Lockerbie and one day 
you will see that.” 

Mr. Henderson said when be 
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asked them if they would travel to 
the West to prove their innocence 
before a court they did not reply 
directly but later told him several 
times that they had been advised 
they should be dealt with within* 
the Libyan legal system. 

Both men have been identified 
in Western news reports as Li- 
byan intelligence agents but Mr. 
Henderson said that in tbe inter- 


U.S. official: Sanctions 
to remain in force 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
A senior U.S. State Depart- 
ment official said Monday 
Washington believes Saddam 
Hussein's days are numbered, 
and reiterated that sanctions 
imposed on Iraq will not be 
lifted as long as the Iraqi leader 
is in power. 

“I am stating what American 
policy is,” Edward Djerejian, 
assistant secretary of state for 
Near Eastern and South Asian 
■ Affairs, told a news confer- 
, ence. 

“We want to see Saddam 
Hussein out of power. As Pres- 
E kient Bush made very dear, we 
l will maintain sanctions on Iraq 
i as long as Saddam Hussein is in 
power ...” 

British Prime Minister John 
Major has backed Mr. Bush’s 
I stance. 

Iraq has complained that this 
position reflected that the Un- 
ited Nations, which enforced 
the sanctions, was being man- 
ipulated by the United States 
and Britain, the main partners 
in Operation Desert Storm 
which liberated Kuwait in 
February 1991. 


Mr. Djerejian is on a region- 
al trip to coordinate with Gulf 
allies, Bahrain was tbe third 
stop of his trip. 

He vKited Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait at the weekend, and 
planned to also stop in Qatar, 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

His trip followed reports 
from Washington that Mr. 
Bush had authorized an in- 
crease in covert operation to 
aid opponents of Saddam. 

A conference of Iraqi 
opposition leaders was re- 
ported under way Washington 
last week. Also, CIA Chief 
Robert Gates was recently in 
the region where be reportedly 
diiunwd the options available 
for toppling Saddam. 

“We characterize the situa- 
tion of Saddam Hussein's reg- 
ime now as being brittle, some- 
- thing that is hard on the out- 
side but easy to crack,” Mr. 
Djerejian said. “We fed that 
his situation is deteriorating, 
not improving.” 

He said there were “signs” 
of eroding support amid 
worsening economic 


hardships. 

He stud Saddam was “cer- 
tainly not in control of major 
facets of sovereignty.” 

Washington wants an Iraqi 
government that is “at peace 
with its people in the first 
instance and that is willing to 
live in peace with all of its 
neighbours.” 

Mr. Djerejian rejected a 
question finking the appearent 
escalation of pressure on Sad- : 
dam and Mr.Bush’s reelection 
campaign. He insisted that the 
U.S. policy has been “very 
consistent” since the Iraqi in- 
vasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2, , 
1990. 

Mr. Djerejian, a former 
ambassador to Syria, deplored 
the “cyde of violence” in the 
Middle East. He mentioned 
specifically tension in south 
Lebanon following the assas- ' 
sin a tion of Sheikh Abbas 1 
Musawi, a Shiite Muslim lead- 
er, in Israeli raids Sunday. 

“The real path out of the 
cycle of violence is exactly this 
peace process ” he said, of the 
U.S. -arranged Middle East 
talks launched last October. 


EC avoids condemning Algeria, 
offers economic carrot 


LISBON (R) — The European 
Community on Monday urged 
the military -backed government 
in Algeria to live up to its com- 
mitments and respect personal 
freedoms but stopped short of 
condemning recent violence. 

In a statement issued after a 
meeting in Lisbon, the 12 EC 
foreign ministers said the Com- 
munity was willing to cooperate 
with the Algerian authorities in 
the economic recovery of the 
country providing it made prog- 
ress in reforms. 

The mild tone of the statement 
despite violent dashes between 
security forces and demonstrators 
was in marked contrast to tbe 
ministers' declaration conde- 
mning the killing of pro- 
democracy campaigners in Zaire 
at tbe weekend. 

Since elections were suspended 
last month after the Islamic 
Salavation Front seemed certain 
to win, EC governments have 
been tom between their concern 
for democratic values and their 
fear of seeing a fundamentalist 


government in North Africa. 
They had not even managed a 
statement until Monday. 

“No one condemned Algeria,” 
Luxembourg Foreign Minister 
Jacques Poos told reporters after 
tbe meeting. 

The statement said the EC had 
been following tbe situation with 
concern. 

“Tbe community and its mem- 
bers states reiterate their wish for 
Algeria . to return to a normal 
institutional fife and their en- 
couragement of the high commit- 
tee of state to promote dialogue 
among all parties concerned,” the 
statement said. 

“(They) strongly urge tbe 
Algerian authorities to pursue 
their publicly-announced com- 
mitments, namely their social and 
economic reforms, the restructur- 
ing of public administration and 
tbe protection of fundamental 
freedoms. 

"(They) will support all efforts 
undertaken by the Algerian au- 
thorities to restore the democra- 
tic process. They hope that tbs 
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Yesterday’s high temperatures: Aq. 
mao 12. Aqaba 20. Humidity readings: 
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cent. 
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transitional process will be 
attained with respect for human 
rights, tolerance and political 
pluralism," the statement added. 

Ministers also agreed to ex- 
plore the possibility of a free 
trade agreement with neighbour- 
ing Morocco which has been up- 
set by the European parliament’s 
Mocking of a $465 million aid 
package because of concern over 
human rights there. 

Rabat said last week it would not 
now accept the package. But EC 
governments have urged the par- 
liament to think again and believe 
that enough deputies can be mus- 
tered at the next vote to provide 
the necessary majority. 

They also asked the European 
Commission and Spain, the 
nearest EC country to North 
Africa, to draw up a document on 
the EC’s relations with the 
Maghreb. Many in the commun- 
ity fear a wave of emigration from 
North Africa if political instabil- 
ity and economic crisis there are 
not checked. 
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views they both denied ever hav- 
ing been in the Libyan intelli- 
gence service. 

The United States and Britain 
have demanded that Libya extra- 
dite them to face prosecu tion fo r 
the bombing, which destroyed 
the New York-bound jetliner in 
midair, killing all 259 people 
aboard and 11 others on the 
ground. 

Tribunal 
hears Arab 
water case 
against 
Israel 

AMSTERDAM. Netherlands 
(AP) — An international forum 
on water disputes Tuesday beard 
charges here that the Israeli gov- 
ernment is denying water to Arab 
villages to dislodge their rcsi- 
dents. 

The international water tribun- 
al. a 7-member panel of scien- 
tists, legal experts and human 
rights activists with no legal pow- 
ers, was asked to condemn the 
alleged practice as a violation of 
international law. 

Hatim Kan a ‘an eh of tbe Gail- 
lee Society, an Israeli-based Arab 
medical aid group, said the denial 
of dean water “is part of a 
strategy of siege” to force Arabs 
from their lands and allow Israel 
to "Jewishize” areas not in the 
occupied territories. 

Israeli spokesman Ramsi 
Bayadsi defended the policy of 
denying drinking water to so- 
called "unrecognised” villages, 
asserting it affects only a fraction 
of Israel's Arab population. 

“This case speaks for a much 
wider issue ... the subjugation of 
one group of citizens for the 
benefit of another,” Mr. 
Kana'aneh told tbe tribunal. 

Mr. Kana’aheb said that half of 
the 70 Arab villages in Israel 
which are unrecognised by tbe 
authorities lack sufficient potable 
water because the government 
refuses them aooess to regional 
water systems. 

He said the Arab residents 
must get water from unhygienic 
wells or neighbouring villages. 
Most of the unrecognised vil- 
lages, which have no government 
permits, pre-date the 1948 found- 
ing of Israel, he claimed. 

Mr. Kana'aheh cited an out- 
break of hepatitis in 1989 that 
claimed the life of a 3-year-oM 
Arab child as a result of poor 
water supplies. 

The one-week tribunal is sche- 
duled to hear allegations of wa- 
ter-related abuses against cor- 
porations and governments in- 
cluding Brazil, China, the Euro- 
pean Community states and 
India. 

Israel is the only nation ^ ia> 

to appear as a defen- 
dant at the tribunal. 

“The citizens of Israel, Jews 
a^on-Jews, have tbe right to 
receive drinking water provided 
they hve on legally recognized 
ates,” said Mr. B^dsL^ 
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ADC issues appeal against 
Israeli loan guarantees 



Japanese environmental 
specialists to visit Jordan 


& 





AMMAN (J.T.) — The Middle 
East regional' office of the 
American- Arab Anti- 
Discrimi nation Committee 
(ADC) has released a statement 
Tuesday calling on the United 
States adnumstratiap to halt all 
funding to Israel until it abides by 
U.N. resototjons. 

Tbe U.S. is now considering 
ggaranteeing $10 billion in aid to 
Israel winch has “dearly and 
Moody stated that the funds pro- 
vided will be used to build illegal 
colonial settlements in the 

Palestinian land occupied" since 

1967, said tbe statement. 

“Yon are fully aware that this 
jagis in contradiction with U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 242 
^ffifch-kas been endorsed by six 
lOTigocutive U.S. administra- 
tions,” the statement added.: It 
sud that Resolution 242 empha- 
- sees the inadmissibility of the 
acquisition of land by war and 
calls for the total withdrawal by 
Israel from Arab lands occupied 

■ in 1967. 

For 27 yean the U.S. has 
; chosen to ignore the require- 

■ meats of this resolution as evi- 

■ (fenced by its continued funding 
. to Israel to the tone of buttons of 

taxpayers’ dollars every year, tbe 
statement noted. In 1991, leaders 
of tbe “new world order" prom- 
ised that aggression will not stand 
and as a result an allied military 
action a gains t Iraq was carried 
out and strict economic sanctions 


were imposed, said the state- 
ment. 

"These actions,** h said, "were 
based on Che notion that Iraq did 
not abide by the U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

“We therefore call on tbe U.S. 
administration to hah all fun ding 
to Israel until it abides by U.N. 
Resolutions." 

It said that as -leader of the world, 
the U.S. must not condone and 
support tiie illegal actions of 
Israel and the American people's 
tax dollars should not be used to 
violate international law, U.N. 
resolutions and the bade human 
rights of the Palestinian people. 

The ADC has also released an 
appeal to the American public to 
oppose any move in Congress to 
offer ferad the ‘required loan 
guarantees. The ADC said that 
the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee Sub-Oarmmttee on Fore- 
ign Operations on Feb. 21 will 
hold hearings on the proposed 
loan guarantees to Israel. 

It called on the American pub- 
lic ot make urgent phone calls to 
their congressional representa- 
tives to let them know that their 
own city needs similar loan 
guarantees. 

Tbe ADC referred in its state- 
ment to a report submitted by the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors to 
Congress showing that American 
cities were in dire need of $8.5 
billion to create jobs and restore 
city services and i nf ra stru ctures. 


Lower House meets, refers 
proposals to committees 


-AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parliament met Tues- 
day under tbe chairmanship of its 
Speaker, Abdul Latif Arabiyat, 
■and in the presence of Prime 
Minister Shanf Zeid Ben Shaker 
and several ministers. 

The meeting included govern- 
ment replies to deputies’ ques- 
tions about violations on state 
land, tribal land, the acquisition 
of land by the Department of 
Antiquities and compensating tbe 
owners of land and a number of 
other issues. 

Tbe House decided to refer a 
law on administrative reform to 
its Legal Committee and to refer 
a law proposal, on al diyya 
(money or possession paid to foe. 
relatives of a -person Joltakby 
mistake bv the murderer) to its 
justify enforcing it. 

The House also referred sever- 


al proposals on improving the 
living conditions of teachers and 
providing electric and water ser- 
vices to rill ages in Al Mafraq and 
Zaiqa governors tes to tbe Admi- 
nistrative Committee. 

Tbe House approved drawing 
up a law on the Teachers Associa- 
tion and Al Zaiqa Draft Law as 
they were referred to it by the 
government. It also approved de- 
cisions taken by its Administra- 
tive Committee on citizens* com- 
plaints. 

At the end of tbe meeting. Dr. 
Arabiyat announced that foe 
House will have another meeting 
on Wednesday at 4 p.m. 

On Monday, foe Upper House 
of Parliament met and approved 
several articles in the Money Ex- 
change Law. Tbe House will re- 
sume discussions of the law on 
‘Thursday. . 


Sharif Zeid receives 
Yemeni minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Tuesday received the visiting 
Yemeni labour minister, Abdul 
Rahman Thiban, who called at 
the prime minister’s office to 
brief him on the outcome of talks 
held between the Jordanian and 
Yemeni delegation. 

Sharif Zeid praised efforts 
made by both tbe Jordanian and 
Yemeni sides and called for furth- 
er coordination to ensure the best 
interests of both countries. The 


meeting was attended by Minister 
of Housing and Public Works, 
Saad Hayel Surour, who is also 
tbe acting labour minister. 

Tbe talks between both sides 
dealt with the exchange of exper- 
tise in the area of labour and 
training of Yemeni cadres at foe 
Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion. 

Mr. Thiban arrived in Amman 
Monday coming from Baghdad, 
and is leaving today. 




Sandia (tight crew and atlcrnfam s Tuesday are welcomed in a ceremony at Queen AUa Interna- 
tional Airport 


Saudia resumes flights to Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — After a break 
of nearly 19 months a Saudia, the 
Saudi Arabian national airline, 
plane landed in Amman Tuesday 
and its passengers and crew were 
accorded an enthusiastic welcome 
ceremony at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport. 

Sandia stopped flying to Jordan 
after the outbreak of the Gulf 
crisis in August 1990, but Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) tbe national air- 
line never stopped flying to Saudi 
Arabian destinations except dur- 
ing tbe course of foe Gulf war. 

Jordanian officials welcomed 
Saudia’s move as one more step 
towards improving relations be- 
tween Jordan and Saudi Arabia, 
strained since the Gulf crisis. 

Present at the airport to wel- 
come the plane were several offi- 
cials from the Civil Aviation Au- 


thority (CAA) and RJ. 

RJ Chief Executive Officer 
Mahmoud Balqaz expressed his 
delight over the resumption of 
Saudia’s flights to Jordan. He 
said that Saudia will be making 
three flights to Amman each 
week, one from foe Saudi capital 
Riyadh and two from Jeddah. 

But he said RJ will continue to 
operate eight flights a week, two 
to Riyadh and Dhahran each and 
four to the Red Sea port city of 
Jeddah. 

Saudia took the decision to 
resume flights to Amman earlier 
this month, and the announce- 
ment was released by (CAA) 
Director General Ahmad Jweiber 
who welcomed the move noting 
that relations in the aviation field 
between Jordan and Saudi Ara- 


bia existed since their signing of 
an air transport agreement in 
1956. 

Information Minister 
Mahmoud Al Sharif was quoted 
earlier by Reuters as saying, Jor- 
dan thinks it is a small step in the 
direction of improving relations 
with Jordan. 

In the past Saudia flew five 
times a week to Amman and 
Jordanian officials expressed 
hope that tbe number of flights 
would be increased gradually 
from three to five flights a week 
again. 

Last October, Saudi Arabia 
allowed Jordanian commercial 
trucks to enter its territory, en- 
ding a 14-month ban, a move that 
was also considered as another 
sign of improved relations. 


Humanitarian operations by volunteer doctors 
changing people’s lives, physician says 


By Serene Halwsa 
Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — One man’s vision 
has helped change forever the 
lives of many people around 
the world. In Jordan, 12 peev 
pie's lives have dramatically 
changed following reconstruc- 
tive surgeries performed on 
them by a humanitarian group 
of doctors. Physicians for 
Peace. 

Dr. Charles Horton, the 
founder of Physicians for 
Peace, has believed since foe 
beginning that medicine can 
not only work wonders, it can 
also belp bring people together 
through the common objective 
of healing and alleviating the 
suffering of mankind. 

After conducting 22 missions 
since their establishment in 
1985 and operating on 3,500 
patients, eight highly qualified 
volunteer reconstructive 
surgeons completed another 
mission to Jordan where they 
operated on 12 needy people, 
foe youngest being a child 2- 
year-old. 

According to Dr. Ghazi Al- 
7a h en, a plastic surgeon at 
Farah Centre in King Hussein 
Medical City who was trained 
under Dr. Horton, tbe eight- 
man team performed on diffi- 
cult' cases ranging from facial 
to genitalia reconstructive 
surgeries. 

“They performed on 12 
complex and difficult cases," 


Dr. Al-Zaben said. ‘Team 
members included very prom- 
inent well-known figures in 
medicine who are well- 
experienced and willing to 
work and devote their time to 
belp needy people." 

. Dr. AL-Zaben expressed 
satisfaction with the results of 
foe operations performed on 
patients at the King Hussein 
Medical City. He said that 
most of the patients have 
already checked out and are 
reportedly leading normal 
healthy lives. 

"One patient, Sami Wafiq, 
was suffering from an old bul- 
let injury that shattered his 
face and nose," Dr. Al-Zaben 
said. “After undergoing a re- 
constructive surgery, be told 
me that now he can breathe 
normally.'' 

Dr. Al-Zaben said the team 
were shown 70 cases, after 
which 12 very difficult cases 
were picked to be operated 
upon. 

“We had to (rick some of the 
cases in agreement with the 
team," Dr. Al Zaben said. 
“The patients ranged from 
civilian to military dependent 
persons." 

Among some of the patients 
who are still in the centre 
under medical care are chil- 
dren who have deformities. 
One chQd, a 2-year-old who is 
unable to use both bis hands 
because of the absence of fin- 
gers, had reconstructive 
snrgery performed on bis right 


hand, helping him to grab and 
use it as normally as possible. 

Another similar case in- 
volved a 5-year-old who suffers 
from arthrogryposis complex, 
which is the loss of bones of the 
forearm, and deviation at the 
wrist joints with severe con- 
. tractures of her fingers. She 
underwent surgery and, 
according to Dr. Al Zaben, 
will regain a dose to normal 
usage of her hand. 

T said thank you to foe 
doctors,” said 12-year-old boy, 
Omar. “I want to get better, 
that is why I said thank you.” 

Omar was admitted to the 
hospital and underwent several 
surgeries after being hit by a 
truck that ran over his lower 
body and destroyed his genita- 
lia and urethra. Dr. Al-Zaben 
said that Omar’s situation has 
dramatically improved, espe- 
cially after the surgery. 

Describing tbe team's visit to 
Jordan, Dr. Al-Zaben said: “it 
was a good experience for ex- 
changing sdentific ideas and 
getting in touch with new 
ideas.” He was particularly 
happy about an agreement be- 
tween the two sides involving 
sending and accepting training 
scholarships. 

Physicians for Peace, whose 
missions have taken them to 
Egypt, Greece, Iraq, Jordan, 
Panama, Syria, Turkey, foe 
West Bank and Israel, will 
return to the region in April. 
Some members will visit the 
West Bank on April 4. 


Japanese traditional drum 
ensemble to perform in Amman 


By Jeau-Claiide Ettas 
Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — If you are a music 
lover in search of a change from 
foe last series of piano rentals 
Amman has been bosting, 
however beautiful they were, 
then tbe “Jundo Reman and the 
Ruy” Japanese pereenssion en- 
semble is your answer. 

Under foe patronage of their 
Highnesses Prince Raad and 
Princess Majda, tbe National 

Music Conservatory /Noor Al 

Hussein Foundation, and the 
Japanese Embassy in Jordan are 
presenting one of Japan's most 
famous traditional percussions 
ensemble. The performance win 
take place tonight at tile Palace of 
Culture/ Al Hussein Youth City, 
at 7. l 

Suffice to see the 7 members of 
the ensemble preparing their set 
up at tiie Palace c' Culture to 
understand tbeirtr : love for this 
unique art. The Jordan Times 
had the chance to speak to Afa- 
tosiri Asano, who is the actual 
maker of the magnificent wooden 
drums, while the troupe members 
were getting ready for a rehear- 


sal. He explained that the tradi- 
tional Japanese drum art, about 
3,000 years old, was reserved for 
special occasions, like religious 
ceremonies for instance, and that 
wide public performances started 
only about 40 years ago. 

In a country where electronics 
mean almost everything, this tra- 
ditional art still attracts the young 
and performers easily fill the 
theatres or places where they 
present their act As a matter of 
fact, one can now find American 
groups who play Japanese tradi- 
tional drums. 

Mr. Asano added that the show 
in itself is extremely visual and is 
not intended as a pure musical 
programme. The body movement 


of the drummers is an integral 
part of the performance. All of 
the show is descriptive and relates 
to life episodes. 

In one particular number 
where the drums — named 
wadaiko in Japan — are played at 
tbe rhythm of the human heart, it 
is not unusal, said Mr. Asano, to 
see babies in tbe audience foil 
asleep as if gently rocked to their 
mother’s heart beaL 

On the last leg of their tour, 
which has already taken them to 
Oman, the United Arab Emirates 
and Qatar, the “Jnndo Renzan 
and the Ryu” ensemble promises 
to deliver a really unique per- 
formance to their audience in 
Jordan. 


ICC holds meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Telecommunications Corporation’s 
Board of Directors Tuesday held a meeting under the chair- 
manship of Telccommnmcations Minister Jamal Al Saraireh and 
. dwraiawd the use by some citizens of satellite dishes to improve 
television reception. Tbe board stressed the need for organising 
the use of such dishes in accordance with the recommendations 
made by a special committee entrusted with organising their 
process. TH« hoerd also discussed the possibilities of upgrading 
and expanding car telephones and looked at the reports prepared 
by the corporation on the participation of the private sector in tbe 
corporation’s projects. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Five Japanese 
environment specialists are due 
here this month to help local 
experts define environmental 
problems in Jordan as part of 
agreements readied during Mos- 
cow's Middle East multilateral 
talks last month. 

Tbe announcement was made 
Tuesday following a meeting of 
foe Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and tbe Environ- 
ment Abdul Razzak Tubeishat 
and Japan’s Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Tadayuki Nonoyama. Dr. 
Tubeishat and Ambassador 
Nonoyama also discussed bilater- 
al cooperation in a number of 
other fields in addition to foe 
details of the experts' visit. 

Multilateral talks were divided 
into five topics of negotiations — 
arms control, economic develop- 
ment, water sharing, environ- 
ment and refugees. Jordan has a 
seat on all five groups of coun- 
tries negotiating foe different 


issues. Japan, which is a member 
of foe environment group, the 
participating countries derided in 
Moscow, was asked to send a fact 
finding mission to the Middle 
East to explore regional environ- 
mental problems. The conference 
announced, as a tentative 
arrangement, a meeting by foe 
concerned parties to be held in 
Japan to discuss environment, 
while Canada was chosen as a 
venue for discussing foe question 
of refugees in the Middle East 
region. 

The announcement said that 
the five Japanese experts will be 
studying environmental problems 
in Jordan and ways of dealing 
with them through regional coop- 
eration agreements. 

Dr. Tubeishat told the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, that a 
Jordanian committee has been set 
up to prepare a working paper 
covering problems to be discus- 


sed with the Japanese team. 

A special programme will soon 
be prepared for the team's visit to 
Jordan which will include inspec- 
tion tours to areas with environ- 
mental problems, he said. The 
minister welcomed the team's 
visit and Jordan's participation in 
a special seminar on the environ- 
ment to be held in Tokyo by the 
end of April. 

According to foe statement 
announcing visit, foe ambassador 
and the minister discussed 
Japan's contribution to projects 
being implemented by the Minis- 
try of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
through loans and technical 
assistance to Jordan. 

The ambassador expressed his 
country’s readiness to study these 
Jordanian projects and help fi- 
nance them, noting that Jordan 
and Japan maintain very friendly 
relations. 


Athens Conference to address 


regional and Mediterranean issues 


By Nidal M. Ibrahim 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Greece has a 
constructive role to play in the 
Middle East and will do so by 
hosting foe Athens Confer- 
ence, an “informal” gathering 
to discuss the aspirations and 
challenges of the countries of 
Europe, the Mediterranean 
and the Black Sea, the Greek 
ambassador to Jordan said 
Tuesday. 

“Greece may be a small 
country, but Greece has a say 
in this chapter," of Middle 
East history, said Theodore 
Pantzaris. the Greek ambassa- 
dor in Amman. “She will add 
her say to foe whole procedure 
(foe Middle East peace pro- 
cess).” 

The Athens Conference, to 
be held April 8-12, is organised 
by the Swiss privately-run 
Forum Foundation and spon- 
sored by foe Greek Foreign 
Ministry. It will comprise poli- 
tical and economic leaders 
from more than 30 countries, 
including Jordan. 

Invited but not confirmed 
from Jordan are Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 


Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Transport Ali 
Suheimat, Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber, Planning 
Minister Ziyad Fariz, Minister 
of Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Ali Abul Ragheb and 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
representative Ali Dajani. 

Mr. Pantzaris said Jordan 
was a “key country" in foe 
region and a “key participant" 
at the conference. Other Arab 
states confirmed are Algeria. 
Egypt, Lebanon, Libya, 
Morocco, Syria and Tunisia. 

When foe conference was 
originally announced earlier 
this month, a Greek Foreign 
Ministry official said an invita- 
tion had been sent to a Palesti- 
nian representative. During 
Tuesday's press conference, 
Mr. Pantzaris indicated no 
Palestinian representative 
would be present. He did not 
know if the invitation had been 
turned down. There was no 
immediate explanation as to 
why a Palestinian representa- 
tive would not be attending foe 
conference. 

“The Athens Conference 
hopes, in initiating these meet- 


ings and by encouraging open 
debate, discussion and reflec- 
tion, to become an example of 
regional cooperation." Mr. 
Pantzaris said at the press con- 
ference held at his residence. 
Similar press conferences were 
held in other countries sche- 
duled to attend foe projected 
conference including Israel, he 
said. 

Participants at foe confer- 
ence will attempt to formulate 
a plan and develop firm solu- 
tions for foe future of Europe, 
the Mediterranean and foe 
Black Sea. Mr. Pantzaris said. 
He said foe “aim of the confer- 
ence is to focus on the aspira- 
tions (of foe peoples of the 
region) and to address the 
challenges which these political 
developments present.” 

Twelve national sessions will 
be spread across two days and 
each session will concentrate 
on a southern Mediterranean 
or Black Sea country, he said. 
Mr. Pantzaris indicated that 
representatives from different 
countries “might” break up 
into committees after the con- 
ference to discuss issues of 
interest to them. 


WHATS GOING ON 


"fr Exhibition of oil and water colour paintings 
by Tele Wegefflus, Lucy Marto, Bnda Bitar 
and Jennifer Bowker at Alla Art Gallery. 
A- Art exhibition by Spanish artist Suad Esheirl 
at the Spanish Cultural Centre. 

Exhibition of paintings by Shakir Bason Al 


Said at Abdul Hameed Sbotnan Foundation 
Gallery (10 a.m.-S p.m.) 

☆ Italian film entitled “Vita da cani,” shown 
as part of Italian Film Week, at the Royal 
CnMnral Centre — 7:30 p.m. 
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SILK CUT THEATRE 
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Peter Shaffer’s award winning 
iWest End Comedy 
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Directed by Michael Roife 

Produced by Performance 
International Associates 
(Overseas Ltd) 


" Original and hilarious 
uproarious farce..." the times 
Magnificently over the top I" 

EVENING TELEGRAPH 


At the Philadelphia Ballroom on February, 18th, 18th & 20th, 1992 
Dinner at 8:00 pm Performance at 9:00 pm 

For Reservation Please Call Tel. 663100 Ext. 113 ' 
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THE ATTEMPT by some parliamentarians to ban alcohol 
in the country has of coarse many legal hurdles to dear 
before it becomes a serious endeavour. After the proposal to 
amend existing laws allowing the sale and consumption of 
alcohol has been sent by the Legal Committee to the Lower 
House for a debate, the honourable members will decide 
whether to ask the government for a draft law to be 
submitted to Parliament for consideration and perusal. That 
is where Jordanians expect that common sense will prevail 
and see the "’prohibitionist" movement for what it is. 

History is replete with attempts to outlaw alcohol for one 
reason or another, but all such efforts, albeit well- 
intentioned, precipitated more harm than good in the end. 
In our region of the world, there are still some diehard 
attempts to make the sale and consumption of alcohol illegal 
by the force of law. Yet, in the very same sodeties and 
countries in the Middle East where such efforts are 
maintained by legislations that prescribe heavy penalties, 
one can easily discern that the outcome of such efforts was 
and still is exactly the contrary to the desired objective. 
Improvisations that aimed to circumvent such legislations at 
high social and economic costs became the norm rather than 
the exception. Home manufactured, adulterated alcohol 
caused many deaths and contributed to the spread of crime. 
Middle Eastern style of "bootlegging" has become the order 
of the day in many such states, with dire consequences. 

We, in Jordan, do not have an alcohol problem per se. 
Had we resorted to the outdated and archaic method of 
prohibition, the country would now be facing bigger 
problems connected with alcoholic beverages. This is not to 
mention the implications of any attempt by the government 
to Intervene in such domains where in all civilised countries 
of the world such matters are only regulated but not 
outlawed. Having already stiff penalties against drunken 
driving or disturbing public peace and security by the abuse 
of drinking, the Kingdom is much safer with existing 
guidelines than it would be if .Parliament reverses this 
time-honoured tradition of leaving such concerns to the free 
choice of the individoal in our society. If the greater 
majority of Jordanians opt not to drink for religious, health 
or social reasons, that would be their choke and the rest of 
the country will only respect and honour that choice. 

Jordan happens to be also a touristic country that is 
striving feverishly to develop and promote its tourist trade. 
Should it become a prohibitionist country aQ of a sudden, aO 
the efforts painstakingly cultivated thus far to increase the 
volume of tourism in the Kingdom would simply backfire. 
Also, the people of the country belong to various shades of 
opinion and religions. By what right can Parliament 
legislate anything that would curtail the freedom of part of 
the population to exercise their traditional rights and 
freedoms? This will be something that Parliament will have 
to reckon with. 

The forces that stand solidly behind the "prohibitionist" 
trend would be better advised to concentrate on ways and 
means to regulate the sale and consumption of alcohol 
rather than come out against it altogether. Even higher 
taxes on foreign-produced alcohol may be tolerated. Bnt to 
turn back the clock to an era that was never part of the 
history of the country is simply no way to promote religion. 

Under the circumstances the move was made by the 33 
honourable members, we do not think it was intended to 
promote religion anyway. The move smacks of politics, 
intended to pre-empt debate by the House of the other 
pressing and urgently needed laws such as the elections and 
the press laws. The Lower House ought to know better its 
own priorities. 


ARAE3C FISSSS OTIfcMEEJYAS&SES 

AL RAT Tuesday reviewed ihe unemployment problem in Jordan 
in light of the prime minister’s circular to various departments, 
proposing ideas for its solution, noting that the government does 
not have a magic wand to deal with the problem, and. therefore, it 
requires cooperation on the pan of all concerned institutions in this 
serious matter. One cannot close his eyes and forget about toil 
issue or wait for solutions to come from the blue, and the 
government's proposals to deal with the matter provided con- 
structive steps which could help the country overcome the present 
difficulties, said the daily. Jordanians should not stand with their 
hands tied up in the face of this problem, but should exert all 
efforts to deal with its causes with the help of all able citizens, if 
we are to live in dignity, said the paper. This means sacrifices 
should be offered and speedy measures, like those suggested by 
the prime minister, should be heeded immediately, knowing for 
sure that there can be no easy solutions for problems accumulated 
over the years, the paper continued. The paper said that the 
government was doing all it can to deal with the situation and is 
trying to find johs within its civil service system, but should it fail 
to do that, citizens must find their own way of earning a decent 
living with the help of the various concerned departments, like the 
vocational training, and should fight the spectre of unemployment 
with all available means. 

A COLUMNIST in Sawt A1 Shsab daily discussed the need for 
dams in Jordan in light of this year's heavy rain and snow that fell 
in the country. Mohammad Mahasneh said that the southern 
regions of Jordan lack dams although huge amounts of rain fall 
there every year. There are numerous areas and wadis where the 
country can build dams to collect rain water, like Wadi Main, 
Wadi Al Mujib. Wadi Al Yabis. Wadi A1 Hassa. Wadi Tafileh 
and Shobak but nothing is being done, said the writer. He said the 
water, which falls over some 9.600 square kilometres, is being 
wasted and very little of it finds its way to the underground 
reservoirs. Had" there been dams in the southern regions of 
Jordan, the water of the present winter season would not have 
been wasted and could have been saved for the dry season, the 
writer continued. 





Last Saturday, the government published in the Official Gazette 
the latest Jordanian legislation on income tax, namely the Income 
Tac Law No. 4, 1992. Obviously, this must be the most recent tax 
legislation in the world. Most probably, it is also the most 
backward bit of tax legislation. 

The reason is that it provides for extraordinarily high tax rates 
at a time when the whole world is drifting firmly towards cutting 
these rates, admittedly with the exception of only two countries: 
Luxembourg and Lebanon. 

Since the invention of the income tax, Bruce Bartlett writes in 
the Wall Street Journal, the trend has been ever upwards, that is 
until recently. Then. Mr. Bartlett goes on to list the names of 55 
countries which cat their top rates in the period 1984-89, of the 29 
countries which did not change that rate in addition to the two 
only countries which raised their top rates. Lebanon elevated its 
top income tax rate (that is the marginal rate) from 44 per cent to 
50 per cent. But as law is not practically forced in Lebanon, at 
least it was so in the pre-men boned period, the case of Lebanon 
can be dismissed. 

The case of Luxembourg can also be overlooked because the 
increase in the marginal income tax rate was negligible as it was, 
raised from 57 per cent to only 58.8 per cent. In the United 
Kingdom, the top tax rate was slashed from 60 per cent to 40 per 
cent. In the United States, it dived from 50 per cent to 28 per cent. 

Of course, Mr. Bartlett's list was incomplete because it did not 


incorporate Jordan which embarked since 1989 on an active policy 
of raising tax rates. 

Under Jordan’s most recent tax law, our top tax rate stands as 
high as 50 per cent public share-holding companies and 55 per 
cent on ordinary companies. With such rates, it is very legitimate 
to raise the serious question of whether the company is effectively 
owned by the government or by its registered owners, that is the 
private sector. And the answer must be self-evident: by the 
government. It is not only that the treasury appropriates around 
50 per cent of the income of what is supposed to be a private 
enterprise, but also that it does not share in its losses. When the 
enterprise achieves a profit, the government is there to scoop 50 
per cent of it. When it incurs a loss, the partnership breaks down. 
Under these circumstances, it is not right to talk about a private 
enterprise economy. 

It is rather puzzling bow the International Monetary Fond 
(IMF) let Jordan get away with this increase. The roots of the 
present tax hike go back to 1969 when Jordan was contracting an. 
■economic adjustment programme with and under the supervision 
of the IMF. The literature published by IMF on tax reform in 
developing countries showed that the first rule, derived from the 
experiences of these countries, was that a successful tax reform 
was one based on lower tax rates and wider tax base. We, in 
Jordan, have not only raised tax rates but also raised them to a 


prohibitively high level that normally leads to the narrowing of 
Sat base. It also allures tax-payers to indulge m tax evasion. 

Governments and their ministers of finance do not 
the notion that higher taxes tend to narrow 
discouragement of fresh investments). They > "B 
the short run is concerned. It is only .n toe longer ron that 
aggressive tax rates start to abort tne expansion o. o r put. 
^Hov^ver some of these negative aspects may materialise even 
in ffiTrilort run. Not" many investors ^11 to come to 

Jordan; be thev Jordanian expatriates or Arabs v-hui -be, know 
that the tax rate stands at 40 to 55 per rent This is 
as they can go to so many other places in the area to *Ewope ^nd 
round the wBrid; as potential investors come mmnlj 
states there are no bamers whatsoever on Capital ro travel 
anywhere. Another decisive fact is that Jordanians toemseivw can 
njowtheir investments abroad as well. Our economic system is 
stifi liberal enough to allow this sort of capital exodus. 

Once a tax is installed, it is pretty difficult to undo it. Even if 
the present tax hikes are reversible,. how long will it take Jordan j 
to reverse them, go back to normal and make up tor toeir j 
ill-effects? Very long indeed, provided, of course, we get 3 
finanw minister who would not mind giving up some public 
revenues. Such pioneers are not, unfortunately, a common 
species. 


U.S. Navy could win aircraft carrier war 


By Charles Aldinger 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
military waved a white flag and 
scuttled its new Seawolf sub- 
marine under attack from Con- 
gress last month, but it has drawn 
the line against cuts in a planned 
fleet of 13 aircraft carriers after 
1995. 

Defence analysts say. however, 
that toe navy may also have to 
retreat in the fight over the costly 
floating airfields, which for de- 
cades have projected influence on 
toe high seas. 

The planned fleet of 12 active 
duty “flaL-tops” and one for 
training in 1995 is two less than 
the current U.S. total but still 
significantly higher than the nine 
demanded by some in Congress 


in a bitter post-cold war budget 
fight. 

‘"Carriers have a role in the 
future as important as the role 
they've had in the past,” General 
Colin Powell, chairman of the 
joint chiefs of staff, told reporters 
last week. 

But military experts say press- 
ure is growing to cut U.S. defence 
spending after the collapse of the 


International Studies. 

Gen. Powell and other senior 
military officers col cede toe re- 
duced carrier plan represents 
only a small budget cut compared 
to toe Seawolf attack submarine 
and toe air force B-2 Stealth 
Bomber. 

But they insist that carriers are 
useful tools in a still-dangerous 
world. 
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former Soviet Union and that 
carriers will be another victim of 
the so-called peace dividend. 

“I expect toe Pentagon will 
have to absorb further spending 
cuts. And the joint chiefs will 
make the navy take its share,” 
said James Blackwell of the Pri- 
vate Centre for Strategic and 


Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney agreed two weeks ago to 
cancel the Seawolf programme as 
the first SI billion boat was being 
built and to cut plans for the B-2 
from 75 to only 20 at a cost of 
over $2 billion each. 

But. despite the 3.5 billion- 
dollar-plus cost of a single nuclear 


aircraft carrier. Pentagon officials 
and private analysts point to de- 
cades of success by flat-tops from 
World War II to the Gulf war. 

“The navy might be forced to 
give up another carrier before toe 
end of the decade but it's hard to 
argue against their success,” said 
former Assistant Defence Secret- 
ary Lawrence Korb. now with toe 
Private Brookings Institution. 

“It takes a long time to build a 
earner,” said former Defence 
Secretary Harold Brown, with 
the Johns Hopkins School of 
Advanced International Studies. 

“Hie threat of U.S. carriers 
has often preserved peace with- 
out a fight,” Mr. Brown added. 

Under current plans, the navy 
would have eight active nuclear 
carriers and five conventionally 
powered ones — including its 


Israeli anger 

chief with Hizbollah 
centred on 
k hostages 


By Peter Smerdon 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — Israel's killing of the 
head of the Muslim fundamental- 
ist Hizbollah (Party of God) un- 
leashed rage in Lebanon on Mon- 
day threatening to ignite the 
south despite Middle East peace 
t3lks. 

Diplomats and Lebanese poli- 
tical analysts said much depended 
on how Iran and Hizbollah hand- 
led deep outrage among Shiite 
Muslims at the assassination of 
Sheikh Abbas Musawi on Sunday 
in a helicopter ambush. 

They said the war between 
Israel and Hizbollah in south 
Lebanon, which has so far largely 
failed to endanger the peace talks 
since October, would undoubted- 
ly escalate in coming weeks. 

But diplomats added Hizbot- 
lah's patron Iran would largely 
decide whether militants were 
allowed to mount the number and 
type of attacks needed to shake 
the peace talks. 

“Attacks on Israeli units in the 
south will increase in a week or so 
and Hizbollah will try for opera- 
tions using a variety of methods 
— booby-traps, assassinations.” 
said one diplomat. 

"But I don't believe Hizbollah 
is strong enough or even inclined 
to work against the peace talks 
elsewhere. The south will be the" 
theatre and the south will suffer.” 
he said. 

Hizbollah guerrillas fired 
scores of shells and Katyusha 
rockets against Israel, sparking 
artillery duels with Israeli troops 
holding a 15-km (nine-mile) deep 
"security zone” in the south. 

"We re pretty worried that we 
may be in a position where this 
could get totally out of control," 
said a Western diplomat. 

"Iran and Hizbollah could let 
the anger evaporate slowly or 
with Israel's help they could 
throw us into a deeper spiral of 
violence in south Lebanon that 
could spread elsewhere,” he said. 

“We hope that tempers cool 
and both sides will see this sort of 
violence achieves nothing but 
more suffering ... something we 
had hoped that Lebanon was 
moving away from in the last 
year." 

Diplomats said the Syrian- 
backed Lebanese government 
was in a quandry. It publicly 
endorses Hizbollah as a legiti- 
mate movement of resistance to 


Israel's presence in south Leba- 
non. But it desperately wants 
peace to encourage an Israel pull- 
out. 

Most Lebanese political lead- 
ers were fairly slow to condemn 
the assassination of Sheikh Musa- 
wi. who. shortly before his death, 
accused the government of inac- 
tion against Israeli occupation. 

Lebanon decided on Monday 
to call for a U.N. Security Coun- 
cil meeting on Sheikh Musawi's 
killing, its troops in the south 
joined in artillery duels with 
Israel and its local allies. 

A diplomat with close links to 
Hizbollah forecast that the 
Lebanese army would eventually 
be dragged into the conflict but 
said he believed it would be used 
against Hizbollah's fighters. 

Most diplomats said they 
doubled the killing of Sheikh Musawi or 
increased violence in south Leba- 
non would sabotage the next 
round of peace talks due to start 
in Washington on February 24. 

They noted an announcement 
from Syria and Lebanon, which 
boycotted multilateral talks in 
Moscow last month, that they 
would attend the bilateral talks 
coincided with news of Sheikh 
Musawi's death. 

"Syria decided to attend with 
Lebanon and will probably not 
revoke its decision ... its position 
since the peace talks began was to 
keep Lebanon relatively quiet.” a 
Western envoy said. 

"But militants could make it 
hard for at least the Lebanese to 
attend by threatening the delega- 
tion. And if the south does ex- 
plode Syria would have to harden 
its stand at the talks.” 

Iran's ambassador to Syria, 
Sheikh Mohammad Hassan 
Akhtari. reacted to Sheikh Musa- 
wi's killing by warning Hizbollah 
would take revenge but failed to 
mention the Middle East talks. 

"The Israeli enemy and the 
international arrogance, toe great 
satan (of Washington) should 
know that martyrdom is a matter 
of pride and dignity for us." 
Sheikh Akhtari said in a written 
statement which was distributed 
by Hizbollah in Beirut. i 

"If a leader among us dies, 
another leader will carry the flag 
and the enemy should know that 
the resistance with God’s help 
will avenge- ... and will continue 
it's operations against the enemy 
until it is wiped out of existence.” 
Sheikh Akhtari said. 


By Jack Redden 
Reuter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
The assassination of Hizbollah 
leader Abbas Musawi marked a 
decisive end to Israel's attempt to 
negotiate a prisoner swap with 
the Muslim fundamentalist 
group. 

Sunday's rocket attack on the 
convoy of the chief of the pro- 
Iranian Shiite organisation fol- 
lowed the death of three Israeli 
soldiers in an attack by Palesti- 
nians who sneaked into an army 
camp in the Israeli-held West 
Bank. 

"This was an attack intended to 
hurt Hizbollah,” Defence Minis- 
ter Moshe Arens said on state 
television after hours of official 
silence about the raid. 

He confirmed he had sent rock- 
et-firing helicopters to ambush 
the convoy of cars carrying Musa- 
wi. his wife, six-year-old son and 
aides. 

But apart from the immediate 
trigger of Saturday's Palestinian 
attack on toe army camp, the 
strike showed how deep Israel's 
frustration had become with Hiz- 
bollah over the failure of talks to 
recover a long-missing Israeli 
airman. 

Even during toe official silence 
before Mr. Arens' announce- 
ment. Israeli officials had been 
distributing documents saying 
Hizbollah sought the complete 
destruction of Israel. 

Hizbollah guerrillas had fought 
Israeli troops, often with suicide 
attacks, since shortly after Israel 
invaded Lebanon in 1982. They 
still dash continually with the 
forces of Israel or its Lebanese 
militia, toe South Lebanon army. 

But Israel also had long sought 
to be included in any exchange of 
hostages arranged with Hizbollah 
through the United Nations in 
order to recover servicemen who 
had disappeared in Lebanon. 

In 1989, Israeli commandos 
kidnapped Sheikh Abdul Karim 
Obeid, a Hizbollah cleric, as a 
bargaining chip. No trade trans- 
pired. 

But when efforts lo free West- 
ern prisoners believed held by 
Hizbollah accelerated last year, 
Israel saw a fresh opportunity to ‘ 
gain the release of — or at least 
information on — its missing ser- 
vicemen. 

It learned that two servicemen 


ambushed by Hizbollah in Israel's 
self-declared security zone in 
Southern Lebanon in 1986 were 
dead, although it did not recover 
the bodies. 

Mr. Arens noted that attack in 
seeking to justify the killing of 
Musawi. 

Israel received the body of a 
serviceman who was seized by 
Palestinian guerrillas in 1983 and 
died in captivity, possibly during 
an Israeli air raid. 

The Jewish state learned no- 
thing about three of its soldiers 
who disappeared during a tank 
battle with Syrian troops in 1982, 
but there is little chance they are 
alive. 

Concern focused above all on 
Ron Arad, an Israeli navigator 
known to have survived after 
being shot down over Lebanon in 
November 1986. The government 
was convinced he had ended up in 
Hizbollah's hands and repeatedly 
said it believed he was alive. 

In an effort to trade for Mr. 
Arad, Israel last year offered 
Sheikh Obeid and hundreds of 
Shiite prisoners it holds in Israel 
and the security zone in Lebanon. 

But while efforts through toe 
U.N. to free Western hostages 
moved quickly, and nine were 
released, progress for Israel was 
slow. No Lebanese group would 
even admit knowledge of Mr. 
A. ad. 

After journalist Terry Ander- 
son, the last American hostage 
held in Lebanon, was freed from 
Beirut last December by captors 
linked to Hizbollah, Israel 
appeared to sense it had been left 
out of a general settlement. 

Early this year, hostage nego- 
tiator Ori Slonim resigned. 
Rumours circulated that Uri Lub- 
rani, Israel's chief of policy for 
Lebanon, was considering a simi- 
lar move. 

By the weekend, diplomats in 
Lebanon were saying U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
would soon have to decide 
whether to continue efforts to 
arrange hostage swaps. 

“Momentum disappeared 
when toe last American hostage 
was freed,” said a diplomat. 
"Now most people are complain- 
ing about what they didn't win 
rather than working to break toe 
deadlock.” 


training ship — beginning in 
19%. 

The newer Nimitz-class ships 
are nuclear-powered floating 
cities 300 metres long and displac- 
ing more than 85,000 tonnes with 
up to 5,800 crew members, 90 
aircraft and the ability to cruise 
toe world without refueling. 

The navy last week relegated 
die 36-year-old carrier Forrestal 
to pilot training status to replace 
the retiring Lexington, which had 
launched propeller-driven U.S. 
fighters and bombers against 
Japanese forces in 1943. 

As other older flat-tops are 
retired over the next four years, 
toe nudear-powered behemoths 
George Washington, John S ten- 
uis and United..States will join the 
fleet. Another carrier, yet- 
un named, is scheduled for con- 
struction beginning in 1995 — if 
Congress gives its approval. 

Critics, who will be heard often 
in coming congressional budget 
debates, say carriers are vulner- 


able relics in an a se when "artil- 
lery fire” often involves lightning- 
quick missiles. 

They argue that weapons have 
changed so radically since carrier- 
based dive bombers and torpedo 
planes smashed Japan's navy that 
the big ships are nc longer worth 
their cost. 

In the 1982 Falkland* war. they 
note, an Argentine missile sack 
the British destroyer Sheffield 
and Britain had to keep its car- 
riers well back from the combat 
zone. 

• But the carriers’ supporten^ax 
they are protected by sophisti- 
cated electronics and by other * 
ships and have proved themselves 
to be indispensable t<x»!s of influ- 
ence from the 1962 Cuban missile 
blockade to the 1986 air raids of. 
Libya. 

Former Secretary of State Hen- 
ry Kissinger is for.d of saying that, 
when a crisis occurs, "the presi- 
dent always wants to know where 
the aircraft carriers are." 


LETTERS 

No place for heroes 

To the Editor: 

The “Time” issue of Oct. 7. 1991. carried two statements (among 
others) by Cathy Booth in an article on Columbus, on the 
occasion of the commemoration of his discovery of the Americas. 
They read as follows: 

— Mythology is a dosed system, a revolving circle of 
self-reinforcing perceptions. 

— It is easy to see why former victims might like -.heir turn as 
heroes. 

This prompted my following thoughts: 

Histoty breeds mythology, which, in turn, breeds fanaticism 
and political myopia, 

Madrid has ushered the signal for a more dignified emrv to toe 
twenty-first century, with a vengeance to history and disdain to 
mythology. 

Leave history for the historians. Shout “mvth" when you hear 
one... live and let five in this global village, where the rules are set 
by international acquiescence. 

The relinquishment of the occupied lands of Palestine to their 
rightful owners is a very small concession on the Israeli side The 
return prognosticates an era of global compassion when consider- 
ing issues hke fairness, legality, and international leeitimacv 
Let us open toe self-imposed circle of perception. and let no 
victim dream of taking his turn as hero; there is no place for 
superstar heroes anymore. Just check-in, take your place and 
keep as quiet as you can. This is the new world order. 

R&j& F. Halazo n. 
Amman, Jordan. 

Snow lessons 

To the Editor: 

As toe government took to the repair of the infrastructure can 
,he ' mPa0 ° f Ihe ^ our 

Instead of the huge summer break, it would be m nw ? rc ! er ' 
extend the time of toe winter break. 0re 0glCa t0 

Some people might complain, but many of our children suffe- 
m schools with minimal heating or costlv fuel h;»i- sutTe ' 
We should also accept a natural evenly wh 't it is and as 
happens in some countries, take an educational lr« t ? 
we concentrate on the teaching, X ' ^ 

tests and only have a final in toe summed 0^rTArh d ' ye « 
would be flexible enough to cope witTthis teach,n & 5taff 
On a final note, I would like to thank Jordan 
channel whose staff did a remarkable job und^diffi^?, S “T 
ances, reporting on and giving out public a-inS cucumst- 
The foreign channel, though, became durino to ™ er J tS ' 
weather, a series of foreign headlines rather rh^ « he :nc ement 
those who needed it. I, would have ,o knn TT *,° 

were dosed or open rather than seeing h™ k ,f scho ° I ! 
Campbell's soup were being transported^ rhf ? an> c ? s of 
Union. The foreign community send their rhiw C forrner Soviet 
Let us hope toat something ^ **ool too. 

experience. h arises from this past 

E-A, Issa Khanafseh, 
P-O. Box 960808, 
Jordan. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters anri ■, . 

readers on any subject they wish to raci-fJ r ? ns frOTTJ irs 
publication, however, should contain th* ' ■ rers intended for 
preferably address as »«//. S and 

request and under special circumstances onIy upon 











JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1992 


Palestinians delay departure, await PLO decision 


Man and wood 



(Costmaed from page 1) 

Hanan Ashrawi, the delegation 
spokeswoman, said at a Jeru- 
Stem news conference that the 
./ arrests, stepping op construction 
of Jewish settlements and plarv- 
- jjctJ deportations were an Israeli 
\ attempt to torpedo the U.S.- 
;• backed talks. 

“It has become very dear that 



-\ j^aeii actions" she said. “The 

• tv boie peace process cannot re- 
frain subject to unilateral actions 
by Israel.” 

Dr. Ashrawi said the release of 
. jbe two delegates would likely 
-*■ i ^ the Palestinians to leave for 

tbt ts&*- 

Xhe talks began with a confer- 
ence in Madrid, Spain, in Octo- 

* ber. Two sessions have been held 
: sdcc in Washington , one delayed 

when Israel failed to appear and 
the second delayed by a Palesti- 
nian protest over Israeli orders to 
deport 12 Palestinians. 

In Damascus officials said Sy- 
rian Foreign Minister Farouq AJ 


Shara and Mr. Qaddonmi met m 
Damascus to coordinate strategy 
before the Washington meeting. 

Palestinian sources said PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat would ar- 
rive in Damascus within the next 
24 hours to discuss the talks with 
Syria, which has already said it 
will attend. 

But diplomats said they ex- 
pected the PLO to sanction 
Palestinian attendance despite 
the detention by Israel of two 
Palestinian delegates. 

Officials said Mr. Sharaa and 
Mr. Qaddoumi had discussed de- 
velopments in the region and the 
results of the three previous 
rounds of the U.S.-brokered 
talks. 

One member of Mr. Q ad- 
do u mi's delegation, Tayser 
Khaled of the hardline Democra- 
tic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP), said the PLO 
should reconsider its attitude to 
the peace talks. 

"There is no meaning for re- 
suming the talks while Israel con- 
tinues its daily violation of human 
rights and is building more settle- 


* 

Lebanon requests Security Council session 


(Continued from page 1) 
said. 

In the east Lebanese town of 
Baalbek on . Tuesday, tens of 
thousands of Hizbollah suppor- 
ters, including hundreds of 
hooded gunmen, gathered for the 
ftmeral procession to Sheikh 
Musawi's home -village of 
Nabisfaeet. 

The mourners, led by 
Lebanese and Palestinian clergy- 
men and Iranian diplomats and 
officials, carried black flags and 
banners vowing revenge against 
. Israel. 

“God is one, Khomeini is our 
leader, victory to Islam, death to 
Israel, war, war until victory, 
march, march to Jerusalem, "they 
chanted, reported Reuter corres- 
pondent Nadixn Ladki. 

“The blood of Musawi will 
straighten our determination to 
confront and fight. And the com- 
ing days will prove that," said 
Ahmad JibriL, leader of the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command 
(PFLP-GC). 

“We believe this Israeli opera- 
tion would not have taken p tafte 
without American clearance," fie 
told Renters. 

Tens of thousands turned out 
on Monday to welcome Sheikh 
Musawi's coffin to Baalbek, a 
Hizbollah stronghold 70 km east 
, of Beirut. "Israel is digging its 
own grave," senior Hizbollah 
deric Sheikh Hassan Nasrailah 
told the mourners. 

“We will continue the march 
even if we are killed and our 
houses destroyed. We will not 
abandons ... resistance.” he 
added. 

Diplomats and officials said the 
war between Hizbollah and Israel 
in the south would escalate in the 
coming weeks. 

On Tuesday Hizbollah elected 
Sbeikhj Nasrailah as secretary- 
general to succeed Sheikh Musa- 
wi. 

Officials said Sheikh Nasrailah 
was unanimously elected by the 
11-man consultative council that 
rules Hizbollah. 

Sheikh Nasrailah serves on the 
council of Hizbollah which was 
vowed to avenge Sheikh Musa- 
wi’s death. 


Israel prepares for 
Hizbollah revenge 

In northern Israel, Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens said Tues- 
day Israel was preparing for a 
surge of attacks from Lebanon by 
Hizbollah. 

"I am sure they are going to 
try. We are going to try to stop 
them,” Mr. .Arens told reporters 
while touring northern Israel 
where Katyusha rockets fired 
from Lebanon fell for a second 
straight day, causing light dam- 
age. 

"I think one thing is dear — if 
there are going to be disturbances 
towards the civilian population in 
the northern part of Israel, it’s 
not going to be easy on die other 
side of the border.” be said. 

Arens labelled Hizbollah “that 
terrorist organisation of holy war- 
riors.” He said Hizbollah attacks 
against Israel had intensified 
under Sheikh Musawi's lead- 
ership. 

Israel's army chief of staff 
Lieutenant-General Eh ad Barak 
said on Monday that Israel ex- 
pected the Lebanese government 
and army to maintain order. He 
said Israel was ready to act both 
offensively and defensively. 

"If there is not quiet, those 
who disturb the quiet will have to 
pay a very high price,” Gen. 
Barak said. 

Foraier Israeli intelligence 
chief Meir Amit advised Israelis 
to take Hizbollah’s threats 
seriously. 

“Hizbollah specialises in very 
cruel reprisals," he said. “They 
are even cruel to themselves — 
suicides.'' 

In the Gaza Strip, the Islamic 
Jihad-Palestine group issued a 
leaflet urging followers to avenge 
Sheikh Musawi's killing in blood. 

“Slaughter the Jews with your 
knives and your add ess,” wrote 
the pro-Iranian group which 
views itself as an extension of 
Hizbollah. 

Guard warned Musawi 

Sheikh Musawi, was warned of 
intense Israeli air activity minutes 
before his convoy was blown 
apart in south Lebanon, a body- 


fascinating exhibition 


ments in occupied Arab lands," 
he said in a statement. 

The DFLP, which Mr. Khaled 
represents on the PLO executive 
committee, opposes the peace 
talks with Israel. It says Israel 
should stop building settlements 
and recognise Palestinian- rights 
before the talks start. 

"The PLO should reconsider 
its position on the whole talks 
until Israel announces its respect 
for international resolutions and 
accepts the PLO right to name 
members of the Palestinian de- 
legation.” Mr. Khaled said. 

Mr. Qaddoumi arrived in the 
Syrian capital stressing the need 
for Arabs to coordinate their 
strategy. 

In a statement to reporters he 
denounced "increasing Israeli 
aggressions" and said "Israeli ob- 
stinacy" was blocking the peace 
process. 

“We as an Arab family should 
always be ready to defend 
ourselves and to coordinate our 
action as an Arab group in these 
fast-changing circumstances." 


guard said Tuesday. 

“I told the sayyed (Sheikh 
Abbas Musawi) before our con- 
voy moved there was intense 
Israeli air force activity over the 
area,” the bodyguard, who de- 
clined to be named, told Reuters. 

"He replied: ‘If one's hour 
comes he can do nothing about 
it."’ 

The bodyguard said he didn't 
see the first helicopter to pounce 
on the convoy shortly after 
Sheikh Musawi left a rally com- 
memorating the killing of a Hiz- 
bollah leader in 1984. 

“I was in a Range Rover driv- 
ing in front of the sayyed's car 
when I heard and explosion be- 


Six new members were named 
Tuesday to the Palestinian de- 
legation. 

According to Palestinian 
sources, the new members would 
replace six current negotiators or 
advisers in an effort to widen 
representation. Among those ex- 
pected to be replaced was Mayor 
Elias Freij of Bethlehem, a well- 
known moderate. 

The new delegates are: Hassan 
Ibrahim Abu Labada, 32, of 
Ra mall ah, a mathematics lecturer 
at Birzeit University in the West 
Bank, Nazmi A1 Jaba, 38, east 
Jerusalem, Birzeit archaeologist, 
Suad AJ Amiri, Ramallah, Birzeit 
engineering lecturer. 

Also, Jaber Fada, SO, from the 
Gaza Strip's Rafah refugee camp, 
a lecturer on English literature at 
Islamic University in Gaza, 
Abdul Hadi Abu Khusa, from 
Gaza's Shati refugee camp, and 
Dr. Anwar Dudeen, a physician 
from Hebron in the West Bank. 

Other negotiators likely to be 
replaced are Freih Abu Medein, 
Nabil Jabari, Sami Kilani and 
adviser Zuhaira Kama!. 


hind ns. We thought it was a RPG 
(rocket-propelled grenade) and 
we knew that it was an ambush,” 
he said. 

“We pulled over and jumped 
from the car and took combat 
positions. We then saw the 
Sheikh’s car burning. 

“The driver and the bodyguard 
sitting in the front opened the 
door and jumped out with their 
dothes on fire," he said. 

We ran to save them and saw 
that the Sheikh and his family, 
who were sitting in the back seat, 
had become martyrs because the 
rocket had hit the car from the 
rear," the bodyguard said. 


By Victoire Jean 

Faithful to its tradition, the 
French Natural History Museum 
in Paris follows its vocation to 
present nature and show the pub- 
lic the hidden side of the living 
world, it recently presented a big 
exhibition devoted to wood. 

The originality of the exhibi- 
tion “Bois a Cocur Ouvert” lies 
in the museum’s new openness 
towards modernity. It combines 
its scholarly knowledge of the 
past with the more active and 
concrete knowledge of industrial- 
ists and professionals from the 
wood sector, working together 
with the Tropical Forestry Tech- 
nical Centre and the Wood and 
Furniture Centre. 

This close cooperation takes us 
on a walk through wood. The 
white wood of the poplar, the red 
wood of rosewood, the yellow 
wood of the movinguia, two-tone 
woods, and the black of ebony, 
uniformly coloured, all have 
growth rings right inside their 
trunks, beneath the bark. 

These rings increase every year 
and tell us the story of he life of 
the tree, its age. the growth rate 
and even the history of the place 
that the tree has grown in. An 
analysis of each concentric layer 
reveals, for instance, the periods 
of drought or of excessive humid- 
ity which they lived through. 

The specimens presented in the 
exhibition, from the fragment of 
a fossil, a timeless sculpture from 
a petrified forest in Amazonia, to 
the multiple cross-sections show* 
ing the delicate anatomy, remind 
us that their existence goes back 
nearly 356 million years. 

As soon as man appeared on 
earth, he made the tree the indis- 


pensable ally for his survival. 
Wood became his inseparable ev- 
eryday companion, his source of 
heat, his means of subsistence, of 
defence and his shelter. 

Tahunga, the magic sculptor 

With time, man grew to know 
wood better, to distinguish the 
different species surrounding him 
and to ad3pt it to the needs of his 
time. 

As a prime necessity, just like 
man, wood was going to become 
polished and refined. 

This is borne out by the skill of 
the Egyptians with the sarcopha- 
gus. which is a painstaking and 
artistic assembly of pieces of 
wood. 

Vestiges of an extinct plant life, 
the statues on Easter Island are 
also there in memory of Tahunga. 
the magic sculptor, who was able 
to give shape and life to the 
“wood of blood”, the colour of 
the sophora toromiro. a little 
legendary tree, the last specimen 
of which became extinct aroud 
1960. 

Wood has its prestige in the 
modem era in the form of the 
violin, the symbol of the perfect, 
subtle harmony of form and 
sound, a combination of maple 
and spruce from which, thanks to 
its strings, timeless notes will drift 
forth. 

Today, thar same familiar and 
warm wood surrounds us in our 
everyday lives, combining useful- 
ness with beauty in an often 
natural way. for instance in furni- 
ture. 

In the future, it will continue 
on its way to meet other de- 
mands. To meet the requirements 
of the economy, it could be trans- 


formed into new materials haring 
different qualities suited to the 
development of the industrial civi- 
lisation. 

So. for thousands of years, man 
and trees have continued their 
adventure. It is an everlasting 


adventure so long as man remains 
man and stays aware of his initial 
mission: to preserve his friend 
wood from the ills lying in wait 
for it, by ail the means he has at 
his disposal. Therein lies the least 
sign oF respect that he owes it — 


L‘Actualiie En France. 



Sarcophagus made of Lebanon's cedar trees (1000-700 B.C.) 



VACANCY 

Convocation: 

Free. 

Post: 

BUTLER - WAITER IN RESIDENCE. 

Basic functions: 

-Waiter functions 
-Cleaning 

-Receiving phone call 

Requirements: 

- Coming of age. 

- Be able to read & write. 

- In case of not being Jordanian, 
"residence permit'' should be valid. 
-Languages: Arabic & English 

Trial: 

Interview in Chancery 

Virtue value: 

Experience in similar work. 

Experience value: 

10 points: 

-References. 4 points 
- Certificates. 3 points. 
-Languages. 3 points. 

Law to be applied: 

Jordanian Labour Law. 

Salary: 

506, -dollars USA 

SrincfloB committee: 

Embassy of Spain in Jordan. 

Observation: 

The selected candidate should pass a trial 
period of three months, before proceeding 
to a definitive contract 

applications: 

Embassy of Spain in Amman. 
P.O.BOX 454 

From: 19-02-92 to 03-03-92 
-Curriculum Vitae. 

-2 pictures. 

- Photocopy of residence or identity 
card. 



VACANCY 

Convocation: 

Free 

Post: 

Cook in residence 

Basic functions: 

- Daily menu preparation 

- Preparations of official receptions 

- Kitchen maintenance 

Requirements: 

-Coming of age 

- Be able to read & write. 

- In case of not being Jordanian, 
“residence permit” should be valid. 
-Languages: Arabic & English 

Trial: 

Interview in Chancery 

Virtue value: 

Experience in similar work. 

Experience value: 

10 points: 

- References. 4 points 

- Certificates. 3 points. 

- Languages. 3 points. 

Law to be applied: 

Jordanian Labour Law. 

Salary: 

745,-dollars USA 

Selection committee: 

Embassy of Spain in Jordan. 

Observation: 

The selected candidate should pass a trial 
period of three months, before proceeding 
fo a definitive contract 

Presentation of 
applications: 

Embassy of Spain In Amman. 
P.O.Box 454 

From: 19-02-92 to 03-03-92 

- Curriculum Vitae. 

-2 pictures. 

- Photocopy of residence or Identity 
card. 



VACANCY 

Convocation: 

Free. 

Post: 

Domestic Assistant at embassy 

Basic functions: 

- Cleaning. 

- Gardening 

Requirements: 

- Coming of age. 

- Be able to read & write. 

- In case of not being Jordanian, 
“residence permit" should be valid 

- Languages: Arabic & English 

Trial: 

Interview in Chancery 

Virtue value: 

Experience in similar work. 

Experience value: 

10 points: 

-Relerences. 4 points 
- Certificates. 3 points 
-Languages. 3 points 

Law to be applied: 

Jordanian Labour Law. 

Salary: 

506. -dollars USA 

Selection committee: 

Embassy ol Spain in Jordan. 

Observation: 

The selected candidate should pass a trial 
period of three months, beiore proceeding 
to a definitive contract. 

Presentation of 
applications: 

Embassy of Spain in Amman. 
P.O.Box 454 

From: 19-02-92 to 03-03-92 
-Curriculum Vitae. 

-2 pictures. 

- Photocopy of residence or Identity 
card. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWATS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

p»ACK«G, ABt FREIGHT 
j FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
] DOOR SERVICES AND 
I DELIVERIES, CUSTOMS 
1 CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
S ANO . RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN K AMAR A SONS 



The first A best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 


T ki Jordan 

I; is! Circle. M&i Amman near 
Ailiyyah Gris School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
TeL 638968 



CROWN § 

INT’L EST. a 
acking. shipping, m 
rwarding, storage, ■ 
laring, door-to-door c 
service | 

Sea and Land^ 

aq^rt; 311 ovw TW world 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
.Box 926487 Ammar 



4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are] 
l available for sale. 

For further details, please 

lAbdoun Real 


Tel. 810605, M06W, 

Fax: 810520, 



X 


' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3: JO 

p.m. 

6 : 30 - Midnight/ 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger- 

• JUMBO photo 

she 30 % larger 

* Free Metal Frame 

13 x 18 c.m 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 


CALL SOHA 
AT 


OQj^OO 


Saadi Real Estate 

687821/22 



1 Distinctive I 

1 Villas Apartments Flats! 
1 IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN | 

pi 


« R » | 

Cm 

us | 

1 Just call NIDAL 

1 693037 

If 

■■ 
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AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

mo -15M& 18 JO- 23-30 
Tel: 03-31441S 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


DAKOTEL 

(Kuijljls 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.0 Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



•vMv 




For the best 
for your 
MONEY... 

ADVERTISE 
in the 1 
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To mb a, Compagnoni win Alpine 
golds for Italy at Olympics 



ALBERTVILLE, France (AP) 
— Alberto “La Bomba" Tomba 
beat an Olympic jinx and team- 
mate Deborah Compagnoni 
snatched gold in another Alpine 
shocker as Italy scored resound* 
ing triumphs Tuesday on sunny 
slops at the winter games. 

Japan won its first Winter 
Olympic gold in 20 years when its 
Nordic combined team held off 
Norway and Austria in a 30- 
kilometre cross country ski relay. 
Japan swept all three medals in 
70-metre ski jumping when it 
held the 1972 games at home. In 
the combined this time, ski jump- 
ing points gave tbe Japanese a big 
lead for the cross country por- 
tion. 

Skiing on the treacherous “La 
Face” in Val D’Isere, Tomba 
won the giant slalom to become 
the first Alpine skier ever to win 
the same Olympic event twice. 
Marc Girardelli of Luxembourg 
won tbe silver and Kjetil Andre 
Aamodt of Norway the bronze. 

In nearby Meribel, Compagno- 
ni shattered France’s hopes for 
gold when she snatched the gold 
in super giant slalom from Carole 
Merle in another dramatic race. 
Katja Seizinger of Germany won 
the bronze. 

Norway continued its mastery 
of men’s cross country skiing by 
winning the 4x10- kilometre relay 


by a huge margin over Italy and 
Finland. It was Norway’s fourth 
straight gold on rhe hilly, 1,600- 
metre track at Les Saisies. 

Vegard 'the Viking” UWang, 
who skied the second leg for 
Norway, got bis third gold medal 
of the Albertville games, the 
most by any male competitor so 
far. 

But Tomba was the biggest 
story on the 11th day of these 
games, achieving a goal of con- 
secutive victories in an Alpine 
discipline that had eluded many 
great skiers before him. Tomba 
won the giant slalom and special 
slalom at the 1988 Calgary Olym- 
pics, so be has a chance to score a 
unique double in the second 
event Saturday. 

Tbe latest medal count showed 
Germany leading with 22 medals, 
including eight golds, followed by 
the Unified Team of former 
Soviets with 17 total, including 
seven gold. 

Austria was third with 16 med- 
als, including four gold, and Nor- 
way fourth with IS medals, seven 
gold. Italy followed in fifth with 
10 medals, including three from 
the Alpine events. 

On Monday, tbe games saved 
the last dance for France, bnt 
Russians skated off with the ice 
dancing gold and a historic cross 
country skiing medal. Raisa Sme- 


tanina’s gold in the women’s 4x5- 
kilometre relay was her 10th 
medal in five Olympics, more 
than anyone else has won in the 
winter games. 

Germany shot ahead in foe 
overall medals race as Gunda 
Niemann led a 1-2-3 sweep in foe 
women's 5, 000-metre speedskat- 
ing, picking or her second gold. 

Tomba said before his first race 
of these games: “Right now, 1 am 
relaxed, tranquil and confident 
that I can win.... 

“However, the Olympics are 
very special events, and upsets 
are frequent. 

Of five Alpine ski races so far 
in these games, four have ended 
in upsets. Meanwhile, French 
skier Franck Piccard and Au- 
strians Leonard Stock, Hubert 
Strolz and Anita Wacfater all have 
failed in tries here to repeat 
previous Olympic victories. 

Meanwhile foe last of Amer- 
ica’s 1991 World Championship 
figure skating team has arrived, 
ready to meet Japan's Midori 
Ito and France’s Surya Bonaly. 

And it’s about time, since the 
Olympic singles competition be- 
gin’* Wednesday. 

Americans Kristi Yamagucfai 
and Nancy Kerrigan have been in 
Albertville since before the Feb. 
8 opening ceremony, but Tonya 
Harding didn't arrive until Sun- 


day, chosing to train longer in 
Portland, Oregon. 

‘T wanted to have the ice tune 
that was available to roe at home 
and that I would not have had 
available to me here,” foe 21- 
year-old said Monday. 

Sore, she missed the opening 
ceremonies and the camaraderie 
of the athletes’ village. 

But foal’s not why tbe fiercely 
competitive Harding is here. 
She’s here to win a medal, and 
that’s it. 

To do it, the 1991 U.S. cham- 
pion will have to beat Yama- 
gudti, the reigning world cham- 
pion, and Ito, after spending 
more than a year injured. 

The Americans, who swept the 
1991 World Championships, are 
expected to win two of three 
Olympic medals. 

Yamaguchi, foe 20-year-old 
U.S. champion and daughter of 
third-generation Japanese- 
American parents, is almost a 
sure bet. But whether tbe other 
medal will be won by Harding or 
Kerrigan, the 22-year-old U.S. 
silver medalist, is in question. 

Bonaly is also a factor. The 
18-year-old won the 1991 Euro- 
pean Championships, was fifth in 
the World Championships that 
year, and will have the s upp ort of 
tiie French crowd behind her. 


Klimova-Ponomarenko beat 


Duchesnays at their game 


ALBERTVILLE. France (AP) 
— With passion and polish, Mari- 
na Klimova and Sergei Pono- 
marenko beat tbe Duchesnays at 
their game in their territory and 
made Olympic history Monday 
night. 

Tbe French favourites, Paul 
and Isabelle Ducbesnay, said 
they could have done better, bnt 
were constrained by the skating 
establishment. 

Efimova and Ponomarenko 
became the first figure skaters to 
win Olympic' gold, silver and 
bronze medals. They finished 
first in all three disciplines of 
dance this time, taking the free 
dance with a captivating prog- 
ramme they said emphasised man 
and woman’s devotion to each 
other and God. 

That gave them the unique hat 
trick after they won silver in 1988 
and bronze in 1984. 

“Since 1983, we skate by our 
own style and we never copy 
anybody,” Ponomarenko said. 
“We have the free programme, as 
you see, with different program- 
mes and different style each year. 
We can skate in fun or tragic, in 
different styles.” 

Isabelle and Paul Dnchesnay, 
considered the world's best free 
dancers, were second Monday 
night and overall. Isabelle 
Dnchesnay said she has had a 
severe cold and tbe flu for two 
days. 

Russians Maia Usova and Ale- 
xander Zhulin were third. 
Another unified team couple, 
Oksana Gritschuk and Evgeni 
Platov, was fourth. 

The former Soviet Union has 
won all but one Olympics’ dance 
gold medal since the event joined 
tbe schedule in 1976. The only 
couple to break that string was 
Britain’s Jayne Torvill and 
Christopher Clean in 1984. Dean 
now is Isabelle Ducbesnay’s hus- 
band and the team’s choreog- 
rapher. 

Paul Duchesnay complained 
that he and his sister were forced 
by judges and referees to imple- 
ment a relatively conservative 


le. 


“We did a lot of sacrifices for 
the rules.” be said. “We could 
have done some more interesting 
moves, bnt Chris felt chained by 
foe rule book. We were basically 
told to do it this way. You don’t 
get tbe freedom you like.” 

Apparently the Russians didn't 
feel as limited by the rules. The 
winners’ performance was sen- 
sual, even at times risque. 

Klimova and Ponomarenko's 
steamy programme, to music by 
Bach, began with 18 seconds of 
twists and lifts while one or foe 
other — or both — were lying on 
the ice they threatened to melt. 

It progressed majestically, 
highlighted by several unusual 
life, including one where she was 
held upside-down wrapped 
around his leg. 

A half-dozen other unique life 
and carries led to a furious finish 
in which Ponomarenko lifted his 
wife high, then helped her drop 
softly to the ice. 

After a long ovation, tbe Rus- 
sians received marks ranging 
from 5.5 to 5.9. The 5.5, not 
surprisingly, came from the 
French judge who had given the 
couple low numbers all week. It 
was booed heartily by the fans. 

With no chance for the gold, 
the Duchesnays went out and 
skated soperbly before their 
adopted countrymen — both 
grew up in Canada, although Paul 
was born in France. Using music 
from foe opening of West Side 
Story, their series of life and 
twists — plus somersault by 
Paul and even one sequence 
where Isabelle appears to lift her 
brother twice — left them ex- 
hausted. 

They hugged for nearly a mi- 
nute when the routine was done, 
while the fans saluted them with 
rhythmic clapping, feet- 
stomping, flag-waving and chants 
of “Doo-sha-nay.” 

The Russian gold medalists and 
the Duchesnays joined forces to 
savage the rules of ice dancing 
after resolving their Olympic bat- 
tle Monday. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

'991 In? 


FINESSING, THE HARD WAY 


North-Soul h vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
*K8 
. K Q 7 5 
A 7 6 3 
*843 

WEST EAST 

♦ Q 10 3 * J f* 7 3 2 

: 9 8 3 

KQ 10 9 3 2 J 8 4 

* K 9 * J 10 7 5 

SOUTH 

♦ A 6 4 

A .MO 6 4 2 
Void 

* A Q 6 2 
The biddinp 

South West North East 

I : 2 3 ' Pas* 

6 ■ Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of . 

When a cnniruct hinged un a fi- 
nesse. we have frequently heard 
players remark: "My 5-year -old 
child could have made it." Thai 
might be i rue. hul ihe simple finesse 
can be far more complex than many 
realize. 

The auction was n mixture uf 
modem science and "Id-fashioned 
savvy. North's three-diamond cue- 
bid showed a limit raise in hearts or 
better, and South's six hearts was a 
fair shot under foe circumstances, 
although it did run a slight risk of 
missing a grand slam. 


West led the king of diamonds, 
and it was obvious that foe fate of 
the contract turned on bolding the 
losers in clubs to one trick. A suc- 
cessful finesse would accomplish 
that, but West’s overcall suggested 
the king of clubs was offside. South 
found a nifty way to surmount that 
hurdle. 

After ruffing the opening lead in 
hand, declarer crossed to dummy 
with the queen of trumps and ruffed 
another diamond. The king of 
trump* was the entry for another 
diamond ruff, and then came the 
key play— declarer cashed foe ace of 
clubs? 

The strip was completed by play- 
ing off the king of spades, ace of 
diamonds and ace of spades and 
then ruffing a spade on foe table. 
Now declarer led a club and, when 
East produced the jack, it was cov- 
ered with foe queen. 

Had East held the king, all would 
have been well. As the cards lay, 
West was able to win with monarch, 
but declarers extra chance materi- 
alized With no more cluhs. West 
was forced to lead a diamond la 
spade, if West held (me, would have 
been equally fatal), and declarer 
ruffed with the board a last trump 
while discarding the last club from 
hand, and foe slam was home. 

If your 5-year-old can play like 
that, you have a star in foe making *. 


France promises style, 
goals against England 


LONDON (R) — France intend to stmt with style and confidence 
around England's Wembley borne in Wednesday’s European Soccer 
Championship dress rehearsal, rather than man the barricades to 
preserve their impressive unbeaten record. 

Michael Platini, foe great player who has successfully transferred 
his inspirational qualities from the field to tbe coach’s bench, wants 
his proteges to plunder France’s first victory in England. 

“I want us to play with style and go for goals and say 'let the best 
team win' and hopefully that will be France,” said Platini, whos team 
play England in the group stages of the European Championship 
finals in Sweden in June. 

“I would not think of going out there and playing defensively. 

"This is an important time for ns with the European Championship 
so close. It is a big game and hopefully will be a beautiful game.” 

France visit Wembly for the first tune in 23 years, when they lost 
5-0, with the best record in Europe. 

They are the only team to qualify for the championship final* with 
a 100 per cent record and have a 19-game unbeaten run which is just 
19 days short of three days — when Scotland were the victors. 

Platini most be quietly confident of not just stretching his unbeaten 
run in the friendly, but inflicting a morale-shattering defeat on 
England, beaten only once since Graham Taylor took over 18 months 
ago. . * ■ . , — . -j- 

Taylor’s attempts to find a settled team to play in his preferred 
style have been thwarted time and again by a run of injuries to key 
players, and Wednesday he could possibly be giving debuts to three 
players. 

Southampton’s twin strike-force of Matthew Le Ussier and Alan 
Shearer, who has scored 12 goals in 11 under-21 internationals, are 
expected to at least have substitute roles. 

Injuries have robbed Taylor of creative midfield talents of World 
Cup players John Barnes, Paul Gascoigne and David Platt 

“Since Gascoigne was injured in the F. A. Cup final it has been one 
injury after another,” said Taylor. “As we build up towards Sweden I 
had hoped to develop a squad system. But that understanding cannot 
take place if players are masting.” 

Captain Gary Lineker accepts England are going through an 
unsettled time, bnt says the result against France will count for 
nothing when the two meet again in Malmo on June. 14. 

“I don’t think this game will have any bearing whatsoever on the 
game in June,” be said. “We are very much in a transitional time. 

"We have one or two injuries and Taylor will want to experiment a 
little so I don’t think we will have the side that starts in Sweden, while 
Platini has got his team sorted out.” 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Scots call up two new caps 


EDINBURGH (R)— Scotland have named two new caps in their 
side to face Northern Ireland at Hampden Park Wednesday — the 
first of their five warm-up games for the European Championship 
finals. Hibernian’s Keith Wright makes bis first international 
appearance at any level when he partners Ally McCoist up front. 
Glasgow Rangers left back David Robertson also comes Into the 
side for the first time, white Hearts goalkeeper Henry Smith is 
recalled, four yean after making his only other appearance 
against Saudi Arabia- 


Sick Russian biathlete to fly home 


ALBERTVILLE (R) — Russian biathlete Sergei Tarasov, laid 
low at tbe Winter Olympics by a mystery infection, is expected to 
leave hospital and return home this week, the games medical chief 
said Monday. Tarasov, a silver medalist at test year’s World 
Championships, was recovering in foe intensive care unit of 
Chambery Hospital, medical services chief Dr. Patrick Schamasch 
said. “The plan is for him to fly borne in tbe next three or four 
days,” Dr. Schamasch said. Tarasov, 27, was admitted to hospital 
cm Feb. 7 on the eve of the games with a severe general infection. 
The caws* has not been established, hot Dr. Schamasch has 
dismissed as speculation a French newspaper report test week that 
tbe infection might have resulted from blood doping. 


U.K. clubs seek unrestricted promotion 


LONDON (R) — English Football League dubs are prepared to 
reduce the new premier league from 22 to 20 dubs in 1995, bnt 
want an unrestricted right of promotion. A meeting of the 71 
dubs who will be left behind when the top 22 from the first 
division form the new league in August, voted for a three-up 
three-down promotion and relegation system between tbe two 
leagues for the next two seasons Monday. They agreed a proposal 
for two-up and four-down at tbe end of tbe 1994-95 season when 
the premier league wants to reduce its elite membership to just 
20. But as the power struggle between the Football League and 
foe Football Association (F.A.) over die mate-up of the premier 
league continues, the league also insisted the criteria for 
promotion should not be restri c t e d by a dub’s stadium facilities. 
Football League Assistant Secretary Andy Williamson said: “We 
cannot allow a situation where dabs are refused promotion to the 
premier league because their g rou nds do not have a certain 
m inim um capacity, or a cert ain amount of seated accommoda- 
tion.” 


Tarango advances in Philadelphia 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Jeff Tarango defeated fellow Amer- 
ican Pan] Annacone 6-7 (4-7), 6-1, 6-3 in tbe opening round of the 
SI million U.S. Pro Indoor Tennis Championship. Annacone, 28, 
ranted 426th this year as be tries to come back from operations oq 
his left big toe and his right elbow, recovered from 0-3 to take tbe 
first set. Tarango went ahead 4-0 in the second set and 3-0 in the 
third set, and Annacone was unable to catch up, despite serving 
five aces in the sixth game of foe final set. Two French players 
also advanced Monday to tbe second round. Aroaud Boetsch beat 
Ronald Agenor of Haiti, 6-4, 7-6 (7-2). Agenor had defeated 
Boetsch in tbeir previous meeting at the Burdeaux Clay Tourna- 
ment. Rodolphe Gilbert of France scored a 7-5, 6-7 (6-8), 6-4 
victory over Patrick Baur of Germany. Rodolphe won the match 
with a passing shot as Baur charged forward. Baur prolonged the 
match by winning the second set after Gilbert held match point 
three times. 


Frazier wins at Oklahoma Slims 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma (R) — Former champion and 
fourth-seeded Amy Frazier beat Kathy Rinaldi 6-16-3 in the 
opening round of tbe $150;000 Virginia Slims of Oklahoma 
Tennis Tournament. Frazier, the 1990 champion, took just 57 
minutes to beat tbe former top 10 ranked Rinaldi in an 
all-American matchup. Eighth seeded Tami Whitlinger of the 
United States and veteran Peanut Harper also of the United 
States were other first round winners. Whitlinger beat Heather 
Ludloff of tbe United States 6-0 4-6 6-4 and Harper beat Wendy 
Pranse of the United States 6-2 6-2. 


Krajicek moves into Stuttgart 2nd round 


STUTTGART (AP) — Richard Krajicek of the Netherlands 
defeated Jordi Arrese of Spain Monday to move into the second 
round of the $1.04 million Eurocard Classics Tennis Tournament. 
Krajicek, 20, who eliminated Wimbledon champion Michae l Sticfa, 
in the quarterfinals of the Australian Open last month, overpo- 
wered Arrese to take the first-round match 6-3, 6-2. Ranked 27th 
in foe world. Krajicek is tikety to face American Jim Courier, 
ranked No. 1 in the world, in the second round. Courier’s first 
match in the Stuttgart tournament wflJ be a gainst qualifier Diego 
Nargiso of Italy later in the week. 



Andy Capp 




GrlVE/WETME WINK IF FLO 
WALKS IN THEOTWSi BAR, 
J^oc-swes BEEN GOING 
OUT A BIT WORE IN THE 
— . EVENINGS LATELy 


Mutt'n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 19, W** 

By ThomasS. Pierson. Astrologer. Gm* W* ***" 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Many new ideas and ways of doing 
things await your attention as the 
Sun enters Pisces. Acting positive- 
ly and using modi iact achieves 
many of your intentions with the 
emphasis on sociability. 


ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) Get 
into the specifics of whatever 
money outlets seem to be able to 
preclude the best possible results 
for you and devise a budgeting of 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Think about what you can do to 
improve your appearance so that 
for sometime to come it will be 
more as you wish it to be and 
improve health. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
are able to quietly and confiden- 
tially find the answer for which you 
have been searching to make more 
headway towards material aims. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider what good 
friends Tan extend you the greatest 
amount of help and support in 
building up a more useable set of 
pleasures for constant use. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Lay 
before the most influential person 
you know that course of action that 
you feel can bring you considerable 
more standing in your community. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You Eke to have everything 
organised on a satisfactory basis 


and this is the day to took for new 
ways to eliminate waste or repeat- 
ing tasks. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Look into whatever promises 
you have made and consider how 
you can best get them done in 
practical ways that will please your 
associates. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have a partner of fixed 
views with whom you require some 
cooperative effort now so show 
you want to get along and gel 
results done too. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A more consistent 
approach at whatever your activi- 
ties now can bring you consider- 
able more success than you you 
have had in the past. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Something of a very 
. sensible nature would greatly 
' please your attachment and bang 
you more romantic happiness and 
personal well being. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Think more deeply just 
bow you want your residence to be, 
in tbe days ahead, then proceed to 
make the practical arrangements 
for such. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Get into the nitty gritty of your 
communications with others and 
you can get their good will and 
continuing support for future rela- 
tionship. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“What a bargain ! Only $5 a day 
for the next 50 years!" 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
[• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


TEALE 


urn 


□ 

IPTEY 


n 

_u_ 

□ 

□ 


MERCOH 


nxn 

u_ 



LUCKES 


n n 



WHAT THAT 
SELF-MAFEMAW 
WORSHIPPER. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
norm me surprise answer, as suo- 
gestad by the above cartoon/^ 


Print answer here. 


-mr mrxTT 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ELEGY UMBO MISUSE TAMPER 


Answer- Couid be thejj^pd old summertime— 


"SIMMER TIP 


THE Daily Crossword * r™ 


ACROSS 
1 Food fish 
6 Great number 

10 Subordinate: 

abbr. 

14 Martini garnish 

t5 Earth section 

16 Festive 
occasion 

17 Something 
beyond recan 

20 Depot abbr. 

21 Flightless Mrds 

22 "What's In — 

23 Seethe 

24 Deck posts 

25 Short jacket 

28 Niagara — 

30 Portent 

31 Gemstone 
surface 

32 Haggard 
heroine 

35 Longshoreman 

39 Some students: 

abbr. 

40 molle 
deluge" 

41 Lubricates 

42 Security claims 

43 — I'oeH (art 
style) 

45 Shaving item 

47 Per — 

48 List of 
candidates 

49 inquired with 
audacity 

51 my 
brother's 
keeper?" 

54 Diet dish 

57 Prayer word 

58 Head 

59 Ham It up 

60 Theme 

61 Broadway 
smash 

62 The—" - 
(PeppartlTV 
show) 
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■ 
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J 


n 



C1881 Tnfeune Mwfca 
M Raserva 0 


DOWN 

1 Swine ' 

2 Land map 

3 Ms Moreno 

4 Maria" 


5 intense fright 

6 Fr. composer 

7 On the briny 

8 Evergreens 

9 Use a shuttle 
lOGobetweens 
n Anwar- 

12 Berates 

13 Domesticated 

18 Buckeye state 

19 *' — the Chief’ 

23 Part at n.b. 

24 Tooted 

25 — out 
(withdraws) 

28 — Khayyam 

27 Rents 

28 Disappears 

Slowly 

29 Experts 

31 Granular snow 

32 Type of milk 

33 Assist 

34 Gaelic 

36 Football player 

37 Graf — 

38 Space 


firiQB nn 
EjnnHn on 
mntm Kn 
nanmQninH 

nranHnn n n 
nranra Qnn 
gRannaa 
rannon nia 

nHRWB 

nrana Innn 

ms si 


42 Dormant 
« Connections 

44 Water dividing 
Africa and 
Arabia 

45 Censure 

4« VOnd of paint 

computer plates 


* 
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Jordan Times 
in C O-Op«itteii with 
Cairo Amman Bank 

Ui Dobr In faiternntMnia! Markets 


Financial 

Markets 


Cnrrencjr 

Tokyo 
C ton 

Tokyo 

C&« 


iwr n/zjim 

I** 16/2/1992 

SUr&Bg Found" 

1.764 5 

1.7570 

Deutsche Mark 

i.t>W 

1.6395 

Swiss Franc 

1.45K 

1.4607 

French Franc 

5.5045 *• 


Japanese Yen 

126.93 

127.53 

European Currenv Unit 

L265S ” 

WSBSO 


ripnhc <n BrW a.m. tiMT 


Eoracmney Interest Rates Da*. 1S/2/1992 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 


4.06 

4.06 

4. IS 

4.56 

Suiting Pound 

10.43 

10.12 

10. IS 

10.00 


9.45 

9.5 0 

9.43 

lllpH 

Swiss Franc 

7.37 

7.37 


7.25 

French Franc 

9.93 

9.9fr 

9.90 

9.75 

Japanese Yen 

5.45 

5 .12 

4.46 

4.S1 

European Currency Unit 

10.12 

1C.1 2 

10.15 

9.93 


lantanfc Ud run Tw mum, fumli* I V H.a. n I.IHM JXIO or equvalml. 

Pwcfaas Metals Oat*: M/7/799? 


Metal 

USD/Oz 


Metal 

USD'Oz 

JD/Gm 

<*u 

354.55 

0.75 

Silver 

4.16 

.090 


■ Ji km 


Central Bmk of Jordan Exchange Rate BnCfetin 

Oxte: M/2//99Z 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6790 

0.6610 

Sterling Pound 

1.Z03T 

1.2092 

Deutsche Mark 

0.417S 

0.4199 

Swiss Franc 

0.4635 

0.4o5S - 

French Franc 

0.1227 

0.7Z33 

Japanese Yen ' 

0.5343 

0.5370 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3713 

0.3732 

Swedish Krona 

0.1152 

0 . 1156 

Italian Lira ‘ 

0.0557 

0.0560 

Belgian Franr 

0.02032 

0.02042 


hr in 


° thw &«»«»«*« wt/mt 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 


1.7720 

PlHEQZiKi 1 

Lebanese Lira' 

0.07770 

0.07762 

Nandi Rival 

0. ISOS 

0.1617 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- 

HHBH 


0.fS40 

mm mm 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2020 

0.2150 

Omani Riyal 

1.73SC 

1.7460 

I'AE Dirham 

0. 1 S40 

0.1649 

Greek Drachma 

0.3601 

0.37W 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4790 

1.5025 


Prt in 

CAB Indicts for Amman Financial Market 


Index 

16. Z. 1992 tw 

17. Z. 1992 U,vsc 

All-Share 

139.59 

f3i.94 

Banking Sector 

113.69 

111.27 

Insurance Sector 

135. IS 

136.64 

industry Sector 

153.95 

154.39 

Services Sector 

J7S.43 

ISO. 30 


Iwmntwi ,i|. i wo loti 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

(fee Sterling 1.7530/40 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S, dollar 1.1916/21 

Canadian dollar 

1.6450/60 

Deutschemarks 

1.8505/25 

Dutch guilders 

1.4858/68 

Swiss francs 

33.82/86 

Belgian francs 

5.6020/70 

French francs 

1234/1235 

Italian lire 

127.85/95 

Japanese yen 

5.9650/9750 

Swedish crowns 

6.4435/4535 

Norwegian crowns i 

6.3700/3800 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 352.80/353.30 

U.S. dollars 


Pakistan 

abolishes 

bonded 

Babour 

system 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
has passed a law banning bonded 
labour, but a group representing 
such workers said it would not 
bring an overnight change to mil- 
lions of people working in brick 
kilns, carpet-making and on the 
land. 

“I don't expect an overnight 
change in the system but it will 
definitely give us more legal sup- 
port and accelerate our 1 5-year - 
old struggle,” Rzfiq Masih. 
secretary of the Bonded Labour 
Liberation Front of Pakistan, said 
Tuesday. 

“We have got rid of only civil 
cases but will have to fight the 
false and fabricated criminal 
cases registered against the 
bonded labourers by the kiln 
owners having political back- 
ground." be pointed out. 

The bill passed by parliament 
Monday bans the widespread sys- 
tem of bonded labour and frees 
labourers from repaying cash 
advances from their former mas- 
ters. 

Punjab provincial minister for 
cooperatives, Rana Phooi 
Mohammad, whose family owns 
brick kilns, said the new law 
would lead to the closure of kilns. 

He said unemployment would 
rise and each brick owner stood 
to lose one to two million rupees 
($40,000 to $80,000). 

‘The brick kilns cannot run on 
daily wage workers. It's a diffe- 
rent job where you cannot afford 
such a thing. The labourers have 
to live there,” he pointed out. 

The kilns that sprout around 
every major town, many owned 
by influential families, employ 
about one million people. 

A family of four or five earns 
80 rupees ($3.50) a day for 1,000 
bricks, but half their earning? go 
to repaying advances that might 
be inherited from a father or 
grandfather. 

The federation believes that up 
to 10 million Pakistanis out of a 
population of 115 million work as 
bonded labourers. 

It is common in handmade 
carpet-weaving, often done by 
children, farming in southern 
Sind province and mining. People 
are lured into bond with advances 
of up to $800 a family to join. 

The new law provides for a 
minimum two year jail term and 
fines for advancing money in 
return for bonded or forced 
labour. Civil court cases for die 
recovery of any bonded debt are 
also withdrawn. 



Michael Milken 


Milken said 
to pay $0.5b 
more to 
settle suits 

NEW YORK (R) — Junk bond 
king Michael Milken will pay 
another $500 million and former 
colleagues at Drexel Burnham 
Lambert will pay $300 million to 
settle many civil lawsuits stem- 
ming from Drexel's collapse, the 
New York Times said Tuesday. 

Mr. Milken had previously put 
$400 million in a fund to compen- 
sate victims of the securities 
frauds to which he pleaded guilty. 

The brokerage firm's insurers 
have agreed to pay $100 million 
to settle the claims, making the 
total settlement $1 3 billion, the 
newspaper reported. 

The New York Times reported 
that lawyers representing Mr. 
Milken, other Drexel executives, 
Drexel's insurance companies 
and the various parties suing 
them reached a tentative agreed 
ment Friday. 

Those suing include the U.S. 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 
(FDIC) and many small investors 
who joined in class action suits. 

Drexel provided the fuel for 
many of the biggest corporate 
takeovers of the 1980s, often in a 
form of speculative debt called 
junk bonds, and came to symbol- 
ise the fast-money era of the 
decade. It filed for bankruptcy on 
Feb. 13, 1990, in the largest 
collapse ever of a Wall Street 
firm. 

Mr. Milken became the highest 
paid U.S. executive, making 
more than half a billion dollars in 
1987. He was sentenced in 1991 
to 10 years in prison for securities 
law violations and was banned 
from the securities business for 
life. 

U.S. district court judge Milton 
Pollack, confirmed the agree- 
ment in a telephone interview 
with the New York Tunes. 

“What we have is a term sheet 
that gives us the heads of agree- 
ment, and that’s all we have at 
the present time,” the newspaper 
quoted Mr. Pollack as saying. 


Turkey presses ahead 
with privatisation 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s new 
government, trying to cut an ail- 
ing sector down to size, is pressing 
ahead with plans to sell public 
shares in 79 firms, officials said. 

“The state should take its 
hands off the economy. This is 
the philosophy of privatisation,” 
Ustun Sanver, bead of the Public 
Partnership Administration 
(PPA), has said. 

“After Ipragaz. Caybank, 
C a m s a n and Tat Canned Food 
sales, the sell-offs of Nigde Ce- 
ment and Ray Insurance have 
reached their final privatisation 
stages," he told reporters. 

This year's sales of Ipragaz, a 
liquefied petroleum gas distribu- 
tor, Caybiuik. Camsan, a forestry 
firm, and Tat Canned Food have 
raised 410 billion lira ($74 mil- 
lion). 


The PPA, the state office in 
charge of privatisation, has sold 
public stakes in 48 firms worth 
$938 million since the then-ruling 
Motherland Party began the pro- 
cess in 1986. 

State economic enterprises, 
which produce two-fifths of Tur- 
kish industrial output, were' set 
up in the 1920s and 1930s to act as 
the fledgling republic’s engine for 
industrialisation. 

Tbe public sector dominated 
the economy until the 1980s when 
then prime minister Turgut Ozal 
launched a liberalisation drive. 

Mr. Sanver said some public 
companies were major employers 
in their regions, but mismanage- 
ment and inefficiency had landed 
them with huge debts and a top- 
heavy workforce. 
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TO HANDLE 
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Today and everyday 

“ZAMAN AL SHAKLABAH” 
(Summersault Time) play 

Continues its shows 

*^ Wad family 




open daily 






Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 




Eddie 


Murphy 


& Nick Nolte 



ANOTHER 48 HOURS ijr 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

Special shows lor children on Thursdays] 
and Fridays at 11:30 a.m. 
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Russia 
as worn 









MOSCOW (Agencies) — Vladi- 
mir Lenin's picture will be re- 
moved from the rouble, the Rus- 
sian Central Bank announced 
Tuesday, but no decision has 
been made on who will replace 
him. 

Bank Chairman Georgy 
Matyukbin said rouble notes 
bearing Lenin's profile will be 
withdrawn from circulation as 
they wear out and replaced with 
new bills. 

“As for the portrait, we have 
not yet designed the new one," 
Mr. Matyukbin told Russian tele- 
vision. 

Lenin now graces all bills high- 
er than the 10-rouble note, but 
not the smaller, one-, three- and 
five-rouble notes. 

Removing his picture from the 
Russian currency is the latest 
blow to the once revered image of 
the founder of the Soviet state. 
Statues of Lenin were toppled 
throughout the Soviet Union af- 
ter the August failed coup and his 
name has been stripped off every- 
thing from schools and streets to 
Russia's largest library. 

Mr. Matyukhin stressed the 
Russian central bank was not 
planning any monetary reform, 
scotching repeated rumours the 
rouble will be scrapped or de- 
valued. 

He predicted, however, that 
the rouble would continue to 
strengthen against the U.S. dol- 



Vladimir Lenin 


lar. One dollar now fetches 110 
roubles, but Mr. Matyukhin said 
the rate will soon be 50 roubles to 
the dollar. 

Even so. the government 
would like to see an exchange 
rate of 20-25 roubles, he said. 

Commonwealth leaders last 
week agreed to stick by the rou- 
ble as a common trading currency 
and are preparing to can e up the 
assets and liabilities of the former 
Soviet state bank, ITAR-TASS 
news agency said. 

A trade and economic a tree - 
ment signed Friday said the rouble 


would be used “for reciprocal 
payments between economic en- 
tities, for credit and for other 
financial operations within the 
commonwealth.” 

The agreement, reached at a 
summit in the Belarussian capital 
Minsk and reported by the news 
agency Saturday, does not mean 
that individual states such as 
Ukraine will abandon plans for 
separate currencies. 

“Where individual states of the 
commonwealth introduce their 
own iational currency, payment 
procedures will be determined by 
separate agreements." it said. 

Another agreement gave the 
national banks nf the former 
Soviet republics two weeks to 
work out ways of dividing assets 
and liabilities of the former 
Soviet state bank Gosbank. 
which is now under the jurisdic- 
tion of Russia. 

ITAR-TASS gave no details of 
the accords, overshadowed by 
heated discussion over the ques- 
tion of creating national armies 
and other military issues. 

The new trade payment proce- 
dures are regarded as vital to 
prevent a complete collapse in 
trade between countries with 
highly-integrated economies but 
without convertible currencies. 

Western economists believe 
some sort of clearing system for 
trade, denominated in roubles or 
another common financial unit. 


must be established to avoid a 
damaging collapse in trade ties as 
the rouble is replaced in some 
commonwealth states. 

The only atiemative might be a 
system of barter deals. 

The agreement stated that pay- 
ments between Commonwealth 
enterprises and organisations 
would' be at free market prices. 
This is already the case for many 
goods, but prices for some com- 
modities such os oil are still con- 
trolled. 

“The states agreed that price 
ceilings could be s^t for certain 
important items sold under inter- 
governmental pacts. and that 

there would be a special agree- 
ment to regulate prices of pro- 
ducts made bv monopolies." 
ITAR-TASS said. 

This appeared to be a safe- 
guard against the possibility of 
one Commonwealth member 
waging economic war on another. 

The' 1 1 Commonwealth leaders 
also moved to prevent any ex- 
ploitation of each other's re- 
sources by agreeing to ban any 
reexport of commodities subject 
to licensing and quotas without 
the consent of the state which 
produced the goods. 

The agreement states that the 
Commonwealth states will main- 
tain trade and economic relations 
“on the basis of mutual benefit 
and refrain from actions causing 
economic damage to each oiher." 


Poland softens economic reforms 


WARSAW (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Jan Olszewski announced a 
softening of Poland's tough, two- 
year-old economic reforms Mon- 
day, but said his government 
remains determined to create a 
market economy as soon as possi- 
ble. 

Mr. Olszewski portrayed his 
new programme as a continuation 
of the basic market philosophy 
carried out by the two previous 
Solidarity governments, aside 
from some “essential changes.” 

But he may have been under- 
mined by the sudden resignation 


of his finance minister, Karol 
Lutkowski, who reportedly 
opposes plans to increase govern- 
ment spending and expand the 
money supply, fearing such a 
strategy would risk renewed infla- 
tion. 

In outlining his long-awaited 
economic plan. Mr. Olszewski 
told a news conference that it was 
unreasonable to think Poland 
could go to a market economy “in 
a single lead.” 

Despite the planned changes, 
he promised that the government 
intends to "preserve all that we 


managed to achieve over the last 
two years.” 

Under internationally lauded 
"shock- therapy" reforms begun 
in 1990. inflation in Poland was 
brought under control, the cur- 
rency became convertible, pri- 
vate businesses boomed and 
goods were restored to shop 
shelves. 

But mammoth state enterprises 
proved unable to adjust to the 
market conditions and went into 
a tailspin, causing the nation's 
overall production to plummet 
between eight percent and 10 per 


cent last year alone. 

Unemployment rose to more 
than !1 per cent, fuelling public 
fears that helped carry Mr. 
Olszewski into office in Decem- 
ber the hc~d :i a centre- rich; 
cabinet. 

His plan includes more govern- 
ment support for struggling slaie- 
owned industries and the reintro- 
duction of guaranteed prices for 
farm products, a principal de- 
mand of fanners, who make up a 
third of Poland’s population. 


Britain annnnitees stricter 
pension fund measures 


Emirates 
Airlines gets 
loan for 


LONDON (R) — Britain Mon- 
day announced measures restrict- 
ing the amount of money that 
company pension schemes can 
invest in their own businesses 
after millions went missing from 
foods run by late media mogul 
Robert Maxwell. 

Tony Newton, secretary of 
state for social security, told par- 
liament the measures would res- 
trict to five per cent the propor- 
tion of their resources that occu- 
pational pension schemes could 
invest in any company associated 
with the employer's firm. 


He said the rules on self- 
investment would take effect on 
March 9. 

The move is a direct result of 
the scandal surrounding the col- 
lapse of Maxwell’s publishing 
empire. 

Soon after his mysterious death 
at sea last November, investiga- 
tors announced that hundreds of 
millions of pounds (dollars) were 
missing from pension funds oper- 
ated by his companies. 

The National Association of 
Pension Funds, which issues stan- 
dards for the industry, recom- 


Morocco launches 
plan to save livestock 


RABAT (R) — Morocco has 
launched a $50 million crash 
programme to save livestock 
threatened by drought, the agri- 
culture ministry said in a state- 
ment. 

The country's 22 million head 
of cattle, sheep and goats are 
threatened because there has 
been practically no rainfall in 
Morocco’s main farming areas for 
nearly three months. 

The ministry said because of 
low temperatures and lack of 
winter rains vegetation growth 
had stopped in the north and 
pasture land was completely bare 
in the south. 

It said 60,000 tonnes of lives- 
tock feed had been distributed in 
stricken areas and another 


100,000 tonnes would be handed 
out at half price. 

It added that the government 
would also provide veterinary 
services, transportation for the 
feed and fleets of vehicles to 
distribute drinking water, at a 
total cost of 430 million dirhams 
($51 million). 

Agricultural experts have said 
45 per cent of this year’s cereal 
crop has been lost already due to 
lack of rain. Last year’s harvest of 
wheat, barley and maize was the 
largest on record with 8.53 mil- 
lion tonnes. 

King Hassan urged the people 
last month to go out and pray for 
rain but since then skies have 
remained cloudless over most of 
the country. 


Japanese Galant Car Par Sale 

Galant Mitsubishi, 1986, airconditioned, automatic gear, 
oil colour, four doors, customs duty unpaid, Kuwaiti 
licence plate. In excellent condition. Price: JD 4000 

Call Munther tel.: 683416 


BABEL SUPE1MA1M1T 

Just arrived a large varieties of 

“JAPANESE FOODSTUFFS" 
the most tasty items.... 

Also you are most welcome to see the 
largest varieties of Asian foodstuffs 

BABEL SUPERMASSKET 
Jabal Luweihdeh 
near the circle tel. 622408 


mended in 1988 that self- 
investment should cease. 

"Had our code of practice been 
adopted ... this sort of situation 
may not have been able to arise," 
said John Rogers, spokesman for 
the association. 

Mr. Newton later said the gov- 
ernment was considering an over- 
haul of pension fund legislation, 
but was waiting to learn what 
happened to pension schemes 
controlled by Maxwell. 

He told a parliamentary com- 
mittee that “hasty conclusions” 
could hurt the industry, and ex- 
pressed fears that severe change 
could discourage employers from 
offering pension schemes. 


Airbus 

DUBAI (R) — Emirates Air- 
lines. owned by the government 
of Dubai, signed a S56.6 million 
loan agreement Tuesday with the 
the British Bank of the Middle 
East (BBME) to finance the 
purchase of an A31 0-300 Airbus. 

BBME, part of the Hong Kong 
and Shanghai Banking Corpora- 
tion. and Emirates officials de- 
clined to disclose the terms of the 
loan agreement. 

The airline said the Airbus 
would join its fleer of 10 aircraft 
on Feb. 27. 


FURWfiSHE© APA&TEfilE&T BBS 

SHMESSAHTC REKHT 

Modern. Lhree bedrooms in excellent and clean shape New paint, new 
wall-to-wall carpet, excellent finishing Located close to shopping and 
office areas west ol the Professional .Associations Complex The 
apartment is ready for occupancy with lull sen/ices heat, running water, 
electricity, intercom and telephone. Other specifications include large 
living-dining room, two bathrooms, balcony, kitchen. 

Call: 662862 


REQUIRED 

SECRETARY / SALES ASSSSTAKT 

A publishing house is seeking to employ a secretary/sales 
assistant capable of handling a varied and interesting job. 
Applicants should be fluent in English and have a good 
knowledge of computer operations. 

Please write to P.O.Box 9446 Amman, 
or Fax No. 686751 


r^j^THE PEC OF INDIA LTD. 

S?G© ( A ® ovt - of ,ndia Parastatal) 

I A? A Aviles you to an exclusive 
****** B U Y ER- SEL LER MEET 
(16th to 25th Feb. 1992) 

PRODUCT RANGE: . 


Leather Garments 

* Readymade Garments 

Textiles 

* Household Appliances 

Medical 

* Shoe Uppers 

Disposables 

* Foodstuff like Rice, 

Scientific & 

Spices, Tea, Coffee 

Education Equip. 

* Soya Bean Meal 

Army Uniforms 

* Engg. Goods 

Blankets & Tents 

* Bulk Drugs 

Jerry Cans 

* Cast Iron Manhole 

Valves 

Covers 

Vick Stoves 

* Wood for Furniture/ 

Lanterns 

Construction 

Thermoware 

* Electric Iron 


Venue: Hotel Philadelphia Int. 

Contact: Mr. B.S. Sabnani 
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U.S., Russia to discuss formation 
of ABM attack warnino system 


MOSCOW (AP) — The United 
States and Russia have agreed to 
discuss formation of a system to 
warn against ballistic missile 
attacks. Secretary of State James 
Baker said Tuesday, 

Baker, after meeting for more 
than two hours with Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev, also said the two sides 
had made some progress on 
further reductions in their long- 
range nuclear arsenals, although 
differences remained. 

"We are moving closer 
together, particularly with refer- 
ence to die question of num- 
bers," Mr. Baker said at a joint 
news conference with Kozyrev. 

The sticking point is what kind 
of warheads to eliminate, he said. 
“It’s not just a question of num- 
bers. We have to consider the 
exact mix," he said. 

Both sides want cuts that would 
take them beyond the strategic 
arms reduction treaty (START) 
signed by the United States and 
die Soviet Union last July. But 
President George Bush has prop- 
osed what amounts to a SO per 
cent cut — down to about 4,500 
warheads for the United States, 
while President Boris Yeltsin has 
suggested leaving each side with 


2,500 warheads. 

ft was unclear from the news 
conference whether the United 
States has now agreed to go 
below the 4,500 level. 

“Hie important thing is, we are 
now talking about significant and 
substantial reductions below die 
level called for in START," Mr. 
Baker said. 


Mr. Baker said he did not 
know what form the final agree- 
ment on cuts would take, suggest- 
ing it might be an exchange of 
formal letters between the sides 
rather than a full-blown treaty. 

Mr. Yeltsin told reporters at 
the Kremlin after meeting Mr. 
Baker on Monday that “unfortu- 
nately, we have some differ- 
ences.” These involve bow to 
count multiple-warhead 
weapons, including land-and 
submarine-based missiles, he 
said. 


said. 

That meeting was also likely to 
discuss the proposed early warn- 
ing system. 

Mr. Baker said the U.S. allies 
in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO), as well as 
any other country willing to act 
“in a responsible way," would be 
welcome to participate in the 
system. 


meet in Washington in July. 

Mr. Bush is wilting to consider 
further cuts, but is balking at a 
Russian demand that each 
submarine-launched nuclear mis- 
sile cany only one warhead. The 
United States has a distinct 
advantage in the number of sub- 
launched missiles. 


The two men did not elaborate 
on die type of technology would 
be used. The United States 
already fields sophisticated 
aircraft-based and satellite-based 


early warning systems of the type 
that activated the Patriot missile 


batteries in Saudi Arabia and 
Israel to shoot down incoming 
missiles during the Golf war. 


But. Mr. Yeltsin said, “those 
differences are minor. We are 
very dose to each other," he did 
not elaborate. 

Mr. Baker and Mr. Kozyrev 
will resume their discussions 
March 10 in Brussels on the 
sidelines of a NATO foreign 
ministers meeting, a U.S. official 


Mr. Baker and Mr. Kozyrev 
agreed to jettison the cumber- 
some arms control mechanism 
used by the United States and the 
Soviet Union used for over 20 
years, which took teams of ex- 
perts from both sides as long as a 
decade to agree on weapons cuts. 

Instead, Mr. Kozyrev said, dis- 
cussions would be held at the 
foreign minister level so a speedy 
agreement can be worked out 
before Mr. Bush and Mr. Yeltsin 


Mr. Baker will report to Mr. 
Bush on his talks with Kozyrev 
later this week. He returns to 
Washington later Tuesday after a 
trip that took him to six other 
newly independent states of the 
former Soviet Union. 

Mr. Baker also will bring Mr. 
Bush a surprise appeal from Mr. 
Yeltsin for an additional $600 
million in credit guarantees so his 
country can buy grain from the 
United States to feed its people. 


“1 have no doubt in the positive 
response of the United States," 
Mr. Yeltsin said with Mr. Baker 
at his side. 

The United States last year 
provided $3.75 billion in grain 
credits, of which $3.1 billion have 
been used. The remaining $675 
million will be used by April 1, 
Mr. Yeltsin said. The additional 
guarantees will be for the second 
quarter of 1992, be added. 


Ukraine bomber seizure could 


threaten nuclear agreement 


MOSCOW (R) — Ukraine's 
move to seize 21 bombers of 
former Soviet nuclear forces has 
raised fears about the stability of 
a United Commonwealth 
Strategic Command. 

Ukraine signed an agreement 
with other Commonwealth stales 
upholding a united command for 
nuclear forces of the now-defunct 
Soviet Union. 

But Kiev announced Monday it 
was taking over a fleet of long- 
range bombers based at Uzin. 
Acting Ukrainian Chief of Staff 
Georgy Zhivitsa said Uzin airmen 
had already sworn on oath of 
allegiance to Ukraine. 

Henry Dodds, of the authorita- 
tive Jane’s Defence Weekly in 
London, said the unit is part of 
the 36th Air Army, ironically 
once known as the “Moscow Air 
Army”. 

Its 21 planes are equipped to 
fire nuclear cruise missiles and 
drop nuclear bombs though it is 
not dear if the weapons are still 
stored at the base. 

Commonwealth Strategic Air 
Forces Commander Colonel-. 
General Igor Kalugin was ex- 
pected to fly to Uzin Tuesday for 


talks with unit commander 
Major-General Mikhail Bash- 
kirov. Reports suggest a disagree- 
ment between Gen. Bashkirov 
and the high command. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said Gen. Kalugin bad sacked 
Gen. Bashkirov three days ago, 
but Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk had reinstated him. 

The Defence Ministry in Mos- 
cow had no early reaction to the 
unit's seizure, a prospect that 
could chill Western governments. 

Foreign powers, especially 
Moscow’s cold war nodear rival, 
the United States, are anxious 
that dear central control be re- 
tained over the massive force. 

One “nightmare” has haunted 
the West since the Soviet Union 
collapsed last December... a nuc- 
lear force dissolving in anarchy. 

A Defence Ministry source said 
the takeover bad surprised Mos- 
cow. He hoped the issue could be 
settled by consultations between 
the supreme command in Mos- 
cow and Ukrainian military offi- 
cials. 

“The division is part of Com- 
monwealth strategic forces and 
should remain such. The Ukraine 


signed the agreement and should 
abide by it." the source said. 

Sergei Rogov, defence analyst 
at the influential Institute of the 
United States and Canady said 
the Ukrainian move bad not sur- 
prised him, following Kiev’s re- 
fusal to support any joint conven- 
tional force. 

The agreement on nuclear 
forces now seemed in grave 
doubt. 

“I think this was quite a pre- 
dictable step,” be commented. 
“It seems to me the continuation 
of an established trend in Ukrai- 
nian defence policy.** 

Ukraine, most powerful former 
Soviet republic after Russia, de- 
clared at a summit of the 11 
Commonwealth states Friday that 
it would not join any combined 
army of conventional forces. Kiev 
officials say some 400,000 troops 
m their territory have already 
sworn allegiance to Ukraine. 

Ukraine's efforts to form its 
own army by prising units from 
Commonwealth control, especial- 
ly from the Black Sea Fleet, have 
triggered tension between the 
states that threatens to tear apart 
the frail community. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. submarine ‘entered Russian waters’ 


MOSCOW (R) — A nuclear-powered submarine of the former 
Soviet Navy was hit by a U.S. submarine which illegally entered 
Russian waters, the Interfox News Agency said Tuesday. Navy 
chiefs said they would protest to Washington about the incident, 
which occurred off northern Russia last Tuesday. The official, 
who asked not to be identified, told Reuters there was apparently 
no significant damage or injury to the crew of the U.S. submarine 
Baton Rouge, which was returning to its home port. The home 
port was not immediately identified. The official said the Baton 
Rouge was cruising at periscope-depth when it was hit by the 
surfacing CIS submarine on Feb. 1 1 . “The Baton Rouge observed 
the CIS submarine surface and proceed toward its port," the 
official said. 


Socialism not dead, says Gorbachev 


PARIS (R) — Socialism is not dead despite the failure of the 
Soviet system, former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev said in 
a newspaper column Tuesday. Mr. Gorbachev, who resigned last 
December when the Soviet Union was replaced by the Common- 
wealth of Independent States, wrote in French daily Liberation 
that the totalitarian state established by former Soviet dictator 
Josef Stalin had deformed socialism. “What is dead and buried is 
the model created by Stalin which was a heresy from the very 
beginning," Mr. Gorbachev said. “It was a regime that defied 



God.” 


British general heads NATO force 


BRUSSELS (R) — A British general has been named to take 
command of NATO’s new multinational “rapid reaction” corps 
that will be a key element of the alliance's smaller, more mobile 
forces in the post-cold war era. NATO’s top commander in 
Europe, U.S. General John GaJvin. told reporters Monday that 
Lieutenant-General Jeremy MacKenzie. who currently com- 
mands a British Corps in Germany, would take over the post later 
this year. The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation is planning to 
cut its forces sharply, replacing massed troops in Central Europe 
with more flexible units that can be deployed anywhere from the 
Arctic to the Mediterranean in a few weeks to face new threats. 


Australia marks own ‘Pearl Harbor’ 


DARWIN. Australia (R) — It was Australia's ” Pearl Harbor." 
the day 242 Japanese warplanes clouded the skies and rained 
bombs on this tropical Austalian city. The memory of that day. 
when more than double the number of bombs fell on the city than 
in the attack on Hawaii, is so etched in the nation's consciousness 
that Japanese officials have pointedly not been invited to 
Wednesday's 50th anniversary. “It'd be like rubbing salt into an 
old wound,” said Bill Hillman, 73. one of the thousands of 
Australian and allied veterans who are returning to Darwin for 
the anniversary. ‘Tve met quite a few Japanese since and I have 
no hard feelings. It’s the Australian PoWs (prisoners of war) — 
they can’t forgive the atrocities, what they went through. **I can 
forgive, but I can never forget.” Darwin was unprepared for an 
attack on that fine sunny day. despite the devastating Japanese 
strike against Pearl Harbor six weeks before, the fall of Singapore 
days earlier and intelligence reports indicating a Japanese push 
south. The planes that bit Darwin were veterans of the Hawaii 
attack. 


S. Korean 


premier 
starts visits 


to North 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea’s 
prime minister arrived Tuesday 
for talks in North Korea, bailing a 
new era of peace and prosperity 
but urging the Stalinist state to 
back its pledges renouncing nuc- 
lear weapons with d e eds. 

Pyongyang said it would use 
the sixth round of premiers’ talks 
to press Seoul to release political 
prisoners and send American 
troops home. 

On Wednesday, Chung Won- 
Shik and his northern counterpart 
Yon Hyong-Muk will exchange 
ratifications of the unprece in- 
dented non-aggression and nuc- 
lear agreements readied last De- 
cember between the two sides, 
technically at war for the past 
four decades. 


“Tomorrow, we shall witness 
an exciting event — the coming 
into force of two historic 
accords,” Mr. Chung said in a 
banquet speech released in Seoul. 

“We have finally worked out a 
framework for building mutual 
prosperity, durable peace and a 
single national community. Dis- 
trust, antagonism and confronta- 
tion between us now belong to 
die past,” Mr. Chung said. 

“It should be remembered, 
however, that written pledges 
alone will never bring peace or 
unification.” 


Mr. Chung and his 89-member 
entourage were driven across die 
border at Panmunjom and 
travelled by train from nearby 
Kaesong to Pyongyang. 

A South Korean pool report 
said the Southern delegation, in- 
cluding 50 reporters, received a 
cool welcome at Pyongyang sta- 
tion, with no welcoming officials 
or banners. 

In a statement released before 
departure, a spokesman for Mr. 
Chung said the meeting would 
provide," a decisive opportunity 
to test the true intent of the North 
with respect to the issue of their 
development of nuclear arms — 
an issue that has emerged as a 
focus of domestic and interna- 
tional attention." 


Japan 
opposition 
ends boycott 
of budget 
debate 


TOKYO pi) — Japanese opposi- 
tion parties agreed Tuesday to 
end their two-week boycott of a 
parliamentary debate on the 
1992/93 budget, a parliamentary 
j spokesman said. 

He said the decision followed 
the agreement by the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) 
to summon former Prime Minis- 
ter Zenko Suzuki to testify on the 
Kyowa political bribery scandal. 

Tbe budget debate will resume 
Wednesday morning. 

“The opposition and tbe LDP 
agreed to resume the budget de- 
bate tomorrow morning,” the 
parliamentary spokesman said. 

Mr. Suzuki will appear before 
parliament as an unsworn witness 
on Feb. 25 to testify on his role in 
the scandal, he said. 

On tbe same day, Jun Shiozald, 
a former cabinet minister and 
member of a faction led by Prime 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa, will 
also testify before parliament on 
whether be took money from 
Kyowa Company, he said. 

Kyowa is a bankrupt property 
developer that bribed LDP legis- 
lator Fnmio Abe in return for 
favours while he was regional 
development minister. 

Opposition leaders have 
boycotted the debate on the 1992/ 
93 budget for two weeks in a bid 
to force the ruling party to sum- 
mon its senior members to testify 
on their role in the Kyowa scan- 
dal. 

The stand-off has threatened 
passage of the state budget by the 
start of the new fiscal year, begin- 
ning on April 1, and further 
damaged the stability of Mr. 
Miyazawa 's government. 

The LDP said Monday it would 
summon Suzuki to parliament as 
an unsworn witness but later 
hedged its response after the 
opposition demanded that the 
testimony be televiskmed. 

On Tuesday, the LDP bowed' 
to opposition demands and said 
that after all it would allow the 
testimony to be televised. 

Mr. Suzuki, 81. will face ques- 
tioning on reports that he re- 
ceived as much as 110 million yen 
($865,000) from Kyowa. Mr. 
Suzuki, a senior member of the 
Miyazawa faction within the 
LDP, admitted to prosecutors 
that be received 10 million yen 
($78,000) from Kyowa but re- 
turned it later, newspapers have 
said. 



An Armenian mother (entire) remans her sob killed In the recent dashes in Nagorno-Karabakh 


between 


sod Azeris. 


Armenians, Azeris appeal to world 


community after 7 killed in Karabakh 


MOSCOW (R) — Armenia and 
Azerbaijan issued rival appeals to 
the international community 
Monday as fresh fighting in the 
disputed enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh claimed at least seven 
more lives. 

Armenia’s parliament 
appealed to tbe United Nations 
Security Council, accusing Azer- 
baijan of violating human rights 
and committing genocide against 
Armenians in the territory, 
ITAR-TASS News Agency said. 

It said Azerbaijan was guilty of 
“acts against the civilian popula- 
tion of Nagorno-Karabakh which 
are u np recede n ted in scale and 
cruelty" and of using “weapons 
of mass destruction which are 
banned under international con- 
ventions.” 

The appeal, which was also 
sent to Commonwealth member 
states and the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) urged tbe Secur- 


ity Council to place tbe issue on 
its agenda immediately. 

Russian Television said the 
Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry 
urged the world community in a 
statement to take sanctions 
against Armenia for violating 
“tiie principle of non-violence in 
relations between states.” 

Fighting over Nagorno- 
Karabakh, controlled by Azer- 
baijan but populated mostly by 
ethnic Annemans, bas dainwH 
about 1,000 lives over the past 
four years. 

The conflict between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan, both members of 
the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS), has escalated 
sharply since troops of the former 
Soviet Interior Ministry pulled 
out late last year. 

Commonwealth television 
quoted an Armenian presidential 
adviser as saying seven ethnic 
Armenians were killed and 16 
wounded in an Azeri bombard- 


ment of the enclave's capital Ste- 
panakert Sunday night. 

“Altogether some 300 missiles 
hit the city... many buildings 
were badly damaged and there 
are still places in flames," said 
^Armenia's Snark News Agency, 
citing the same casualty figures. 


The Azerbaijani agency Azer- 
infonn reported that more than 
20 Azeri villagers bad been killed 
and more than 15 wounded in 
recent fighting. 

Armenia and Azerbaijan have 
frequently come dose to all-out 
war over Karabakh and accuse' 
each other of pogroms in the 
territory. 


TASS said a team of five CSCE 
observers paid a five-hour visit to 
Nagorno-Karabakh Monday . 
The expanded 48-member CSCE 
dedded last month to send a 
fact- finding «*-»**« — its first in- 
volvement in a conflict in the 
former Soviet Union. 


Ghali recommends deployment of 


13,000 peacekeepers in Yugoslavia 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
has recommended the deploy- 
ment of more than 13,000 
peacekeepers to Y ugosla via , 
warning that a delay could lead to 
a breakdown in the country’s 
ceasefire. 

Tbe secretary-general sent his 
request to the 15 Security Council 
nations Monday and the council 
members were reviewing it, said a 
U.N. offical. speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Dr. Ghali envisioned 
peacekeepers remaining until a 
lasting peace could be negotiated 
and called on tbe council to give 
the force a 12 -month mandate at 
the outset, to be renewed if a 
lasting peace is not quickly 
reached. 

It would be the largest such 
operation since the U.N. sent 
20,000 peacekeepers to tbe Bel- 
gian Congo, now Zaire, in I960. 

The plan calls for basing die 
peacekeeper's headquarters in 
Sarajevo, the capital of the 


Bosnia-Herce g ovina. with other 
offices in Belgrade and Zagreb 
and a logistical base in the Bos- 
nian dty of Banja Luka. 

Tbe command “will include 
military, police and civilian com- 
ponents," said tbe report, re- 
leased at the United Nations. 

It proposed a “military compo- 
nent” of 12 infantry battalions 
totalling 10,400 troops, aided by 
support staffing totalling 2,840 
members, as well as 100 military 
observers and an air unit of four 
planes and 26 helicopters. 

The report also proposed the 
deployment of approximately 530 
police personnel, and an unspeci- 
fied number of civilian adminis- 
trators drawn from United Na- 
tions staff members. 

U.N. officials had been saying 
for months they would not deploy 
a major peacekeeping contingent 
until they were certain the cease- 
fire was bolding and that all 
parties to the conflict will cooper- 
ate. 

Bnt in his report. Dr. Ghali 


said he was concerned that a 
delay in sending peacekeepers 
“will lead to a breakdown of the 
ceasefire and to a new conflagra- 
tion in Yugoslavia.” 

In a major breakthrough, a 
rebel eithnic Serb leader in 
Croatia said Monday his militia 
would not oppose deployment of 
U.N. troops. But the Serb lead- 
era, Milan Baltic, president of the 
self-proclaimed Serbian Republic 
of Krajina in western Croatia, 
warned of possible trouble if his 
troops are forced to disarm as 
required by a U.N. peace plan. 

The cost of tiie peacekeeping 
operation is estimated at $400 
1 million a year. Tbe U.N. official 
said tbe council was also con- 
ridering ways to fund tbe opera- 
tion. 

The first peacekeepers could 
begin arriving within two weeks 
of a council decision, U.N. offi- 
cials said last week. Western di- 
plomats said 31 countries prob- 
ably will contribute troops, police 
or other personnel. 


Raped girl’s pregnancy sparks 


Irish abortion morality row 


DUBLIN (R) — A 14-year-old 
Irish girl, pregnant by a rapist, is 
trapped m a legal wrangle over 
Catholic Ireland's constitutional 
ban on abortion. 

Political uproar and a major 
morality row surround a court's 
refusal to let the child have 'an 
abortion in Britain. 

Tbe schoolgirl, contemplating 
suicide after being raped by the 
father of her best friend, was 
reported Tuesday to have told a 
psychologist: “It is better to end 
it now than in nine month's 
time." 


Abortion is illegal in Ireland so 
she sought one in Britain. But she 
was banned by the Dublin High 
Court from bating tbe operation, 
triggering controversy in this con- 
servative and Roman Catholic 
country. 

“This is a tragedy that was just 
waiting to happen," said one 
opposition deputy reflecting ou a bit- 
terly divisive 1963 referendum 
which produced a constitutional 
amendment to protect the rights 
of the unborn child. 

Monday’s high court decision 
provoked political debate with 


opposition deputies calling for 
tbe resignation of Attorney 
General Harry Wbelehan and 
new Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds under immense press- 
ure to liberalise the constitution. 

The Catholic Church is still a 
major influence in Ireland where 
divorce is also illegal and you 
have to be 18 years old to bury a 
condom in a chemist shop. 

After the convent-educated girl 
was raped, her parents dedded to 

arrange an abortion in Britain 
like at least 4,000 Irish women do 
every year. 


Bush loses to unknown in first New Hampshire vote 


DIXVILLE NOTCH, New 
Hampshire (Agencies) — The 
first votes in the initial U.S. 
presidential primary election 
were cast after midnight Tuesday 
in New Hampshire and President 
George Bush lost to an obscure 
Libertarian Party candidate. 

Voters in the northern New 
Hampshire hamlet of Dixville 
Notch, with a total population of 
39, traditionally cast the first bal- 
lots in the influential first-in-tbe- 
U.S. presidential primary. 

Republics in the tiny town gave 
Mr. Bush nine votes against 11 
for Libertarian Andre Marrou, 
Three votes went to Mr. Bush's 
right-wing challenger Pat Bucha- 
nan and three write-in votes to 
consumer activist Ralph Nader. 

In tbe Democratic Party ballot- 
ing, Arkansas Governor Bill 
Clinton received three votes to 
two for former Massachusetts 
Senator Paul Tsongas. The other 


three major Democrats in the 
race did not get a vote. 

The town has 31 registered 
voters. 

New Hampshire voted Tuesday 
in a lea doff primary that serves as 
the first verdict on Mr. Bush's 
presidency and the opening cut in 
a five-man Democratic race 
thrown into confusion by Arkan- 
sas Gov. Bill Clinton's troubles. 

Mr. Bush's challenge in the 
state that saved him four years 
ago is to weather tbe pugnacious 
conservative Buchanan , who 
claimed symbolic victory before 
the polls even opened and prom- 
ised to continue regardless of 
Tuesday’s results. 

For the Democrats, New 
Hampshire voters were ordering 
a lineup that has seen two desig- 
nated front-runners stumble and 
a late surge by former Mas- 
sachusetts Sen. Paul Tsongas. 
New Hampshire’s results likely 


will determine whether talk of 
late Democratic entries stops at 
just talk. 

For both parties, recession- 
slammed New Hampshire was a 
testing ground of economic 
themes sure to dominate tbe 1992 
campaign., 

Roth Mr. Tsongas on the 
democratic ballot were Mr. Clin- 
ton, Sen. Tom Harkin of Iowa 
and Sen. Bob Kerrey of Nebraska 
and former California Gov. Jerry 
Brown. New York Gov. Mario 
Cuomo was the subject of a write- 
in effort. 

Polls were open from 6 a.m. to 
8 p.m. (1000 GMT Tuesday to 
0100 GMT Wednesday), with ab- 
out half the state's electorate 
expected to participate. 

With only 23 Republican and 
18 Democratic convention dele- 
gates at stake, little seemed to 
justify the months spent meeting 
voters face to face, or the adver- 


tising blitz. 

But since the modern primary 
began in New Hampshire in 1952, 
no president got his job without 
first winning this primary. 

Mr. Bush led substantially in 
Republican polling, bnt eves his 
advisers worried Mr. Buchz&ian 
might embarrass the president. 

Mr. Buchanan has enough 
money to carry on, but conserva- 
tive New Hampshire was his best 
place to fire a warning shot In 
tbe dozen Republican contests 
between March 3 and 10, eight 
award all delegates to the winner. 
In the biggest trophy of tbe 
others, Tennessee, Mr. Bucha- 
nan bas but three delegates run- 
ning with 45 at stake. 


Mr. Tsongas entered the day 
leading the polls and scoffing at 
being dubbed a regional candi- 

jS*?* tou 8* 1 economic talk 
will fail him elsewhere. 



Hearing ends In 
suicide doctor’s case 


ROCHESTER HILLS, h 6 c % 0 
(AP) — A judge dealt ifi*# 
blows to the prosecution aodeoc 
to the defence Monday * he 
scheduled a Feb. 28 dedao^ on 
whether Dr. Jack Kerorfcaawi 
stand trial for two assisted 
suicides. Dr. Kevorkian was 
dieted after two women tilled 
themselves in a remote cabia on 
Oct. 23 using suicide devices he 
invented. His lawyers portrayed 
him during tbe three-daw beafeg 
as an angel of mercy who helped 
the women escape terrible ptia. 
Prosecutors say neither. of- the 
women was terminally SB.. Odfi of 
the women. Marjorie WauSpWa 
mentally ill and should have got- 
ten treatment. Assistant Oai&mrf 
County Prosecutor Larry Bating 
argued. Wane, 58. of sotfttt died 
from an injection of pctzssttuj) 
caloride. Sbeny Miller, 43, of . 
Roseville died from inbsfiag ear-^ 
bon monoxide. District Judge 
James P. Sbeehy will decider* 
Feb. 28 whether the 63-year-eU 
retired pathologist should 6 c 
charged with firsMegrceinarifer, 
second-degree murder or mib- 
slaughter, or whether the cbnga 
should be dismissed compfetriy- 
Judge Sheehy didn’t directly 
address tbe key question in the 
case-, whether assisted suicide fc 
murder. 


Elderly Romeo 
throws money 
into flowerbeds 


PORTSMOUTH, England <R) 

— A retired sailor tossed tasty 
fids of valuable gold aadsher 
coins into tbe gardens of attrac- 
tive women near his home to tbs 
southern England town, poficx 
said. The Sil-year old widower 
was spotted in the act. fat re- 
fused to own up to his philan- 
thropy when questioned by 1 
police, who said up to £40,000 
($70,000) worth of sovereigns gad 
commemorative silver eons were 
involved. “He is a lovely oti 
gentleman, who for sbrifeiegsaa 
has dedded to get rid -of tbs 
money... although Ire mat 
admit it. But he did t^atheha 
given coins away in the past,” a 
police spokesman said. Some of 
the bemused hourcitoldereltaid- 
ed over the coins to pofiob^fari 
after a five-month inquiry detec- 
tives have decided the benefac- 
tors can have their windfalls 
back. One family found, asm ^ 
worth £10.000 ($35,000) m a ' 
flower bed. 


‘Married couples 
outlive singles’ 


SYDNEY (R) — Married pi 
are more likely to live longei 
those who are single, accord! 
a study by the Australian Ns 
al University. The seven 
study showed that the sm 
and health of tbe sp on sft sou 
of the most important fa 
affecting the longevity of i 
people. “Older people 6 
most of their support from £ 
members, especially-t 
spouses, and relatively fei 
into musing homes," rest 
team leader Dr. John MoO 
told Renters. .“The absent 
social support is argued to 
Wg health risk factor,” 
McCall um said. He said ms 
couples received practical 
emotional support from 
other. If, fru example, an 
dent occurred in a married 
pie’s home then the p& 
would be able to help. A s 
person would not have that 
of support. Overall, widower 
People who were r 
®anied were much more fikdv I 
over die seven-year period 
the mamed people, accords 
me survey. 


Despite recessfr 
Australians are 
a happy lot 


SYDNEY (R) — Despi 
in the gnp of the worst i 
stnee World War n am 
“nemptoyment, most An 
believe life down under 
good. On a scale of cm 
most Australians rate lift 

compared with 6.9 two v 

to a recent e 
“ the Sydney 
newspaper. An 

*™an sayfeg goes: “S 

ngfat, mate” It means d* 

iy, things will turn out al 
2 ® end. Most Anstra 
whose average annual b 
■“.WO Australian ($ 21 , 
JP'tW appear to think j 
S® found th 

10.3 per cent of ti 
jprce is jobless. Austral 
neve things will get be 
fceir lives in five yean l 
rate 7.87. Women, wf 
outnumber men in An 
ptiflion population, we 
ty more satisfied wit] 
men. 
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